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A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources

Who are we to stand before the great | AM?

Yet, we are invited into his Kingly presence

to journey forward with God.

Lord God, thank you that you have called us: to hear and receive your
word to us; to be inspired, challenged, motivated, and supported in the
steps we take.

Whatever the journey, long or short, easy or not, we follow you in faith.
Amen

Lectionary Readings:

Exodus 3 v1-15 (p59) Moses and the Burning Bush

Psalm 105 v1-6, 16-22, 45b (p607) Look to the Lord and his strength;
seek his face always.

Romans 12 v9-21 (p1139) Love

Matthew 16 v21-28 (p984) Jesus Predicts His Death

Ove Step at a Time

Having fled Egypt, Moses is now a shepherd. He encounters God
through the burning bush, and God urges him to take up a new role

— freeing the Israelites from Egyptian oppression. Moses feels unready
for the task ahead but is assured that the great | AM will be with him
every step of the way.

Moses’ story shows us we can move one step at a time to accomplish
amazing things. Do we know what God is inviting us to step into? And
that God is with us as we go?

In Exodus 3:12, God tells Moses that when he returns to the mountain
with the people to worship, he will be able to look back and know that
God was leading him. Likewise in the Matthew reading, Peter isn’t able
to see how the events to come can be part of God’s leading, but after
the Resurrection, in Acts 2:14-41, Peter is able to reflect backwards and
see the work of God. Can we look back on our own lives and see
moments when God has led us? How does this affect the way we
navigate situations that we are walking through at the moment?

As humans, we scrabble around for words to describe God, and we
have many different names for God — a list of which could be a
powerful sermon opener. Which names for God do we prefer, or use
most often, and why? The Exodus text reminds us that, although names
for God are useful, no name or descriptor can ever fully encapsulate
who God is or what God is like.

Peter has identified Jesus as the Messiah but his response to Jesus’ plan
to go to the cross was doubt — surely this was not the way God would
bring things about? But this is part of God’s plan — even though it looks



impossible or even ‘wrong’. Sometimes the right way is
counterintuitive. Such as turning into a skid when driving a car in wet or
icy conditions. Where do we face difficulties and want to take the
easier route, or go about things in our logical way of thinking? Will we
trust in God’s way, even when it is unfathomable to us?

This episode in Moses’ life could be subtitled ‘Tales of the unexpected’.
On an ordinary day, doing an ordinary task, Moses encounters a bush
not only burning in the desert but not being consumed by the flames.
He has an unexpected encounter with God, who gives him an
unexpected task. Moses will have an unexpected message to the
Israelites, and he will be an unexpected messenger. God shows that his
expectations can be met one step at a time. Where have we seen God
at work in unexpected situations?

Thought for the week - Too big a task?

On an ordinary day in the life of Moses the shepherd, he encounters
God and his life changes. God draws Moses to him step by step. The
flaming bush isn’t too uncommon in the desert, but the fact that it was
not burning up drew Moses’ attention. God calling his name drew him
closer to this place, and finally God revealed himself. God built up his
call to Moses bit by bit, which would be echoed in the stages of the
task he was about to be asked to do. The task God has for Moses, to
free the hundreds of Israelites from the oppression of the Egyptians,
seems more than Moses is capable of. Moses sees the barriers in his
mind as insurmountable. For starters, Pharaoh was unlikely to release
his workforce, the people he controlled, just because he was asked. To
make matters worse, Moses had a history with him that had not ended
well. Would Pharaoh even listen to Moses?

Moses suggested to God that he was not the best candidate for the
task. The Israelites did not know or trust him, but God had a plan, and
Moses was the man. He gave Moses the words to say, words that
would reassure the Israelites that Moses was God’s messenger and
they should trust him. It is almost as if God knew Moses would

guestion his suitability, so he assured Moses that he would be with him
and lead and enable Moses step by step.

Looking around our community and around our world, there seem to
be huge problems, and we cannot work out how things can change, the
part we can play or how we can even begin to make a difference. Let’s
be encouraged by God’s strategy with Moses. Moses identified the
problems he would face, and God helped him to see them as steps on
the way to completing the task. When broken down into steps or
stages, sometimes a task can look less daunting or impossible. God
promised to be with Moses every step of the way, supporting him and
encouraging him. God gave Moses the words to say and the
reassurance that those hearing the words would themselves be
reassured.

Perhaps we, like Moses, can express our doubts, fears, and feelings of
inadequacy to God as we discuss the tasks and problems we face
personally and in our world. This is the first step towards their
resolution. Sometimes we can see the steps to take to tackle the task,
but sometimes the solution may involve us taking the first step and
trusting God for the second step. However the steps are revealed, we
can find encouragement when we take one step at a time, recognising
and celebrating each small step of progress. Moses was a seemingly
unlikely candidate for the task God had for him, and we know that he
went on to rescue a nation! Maybe we can start on a smaller scale and
hold before God the tasks before us, trusting, like Moses, that God will
be with us, enable us and show us the way one step at a time.

A Sending Out Prayer

Lord, continue to guide our footsteps,

as we take things step by step to reach our goals,

knowing that you go with us,

our ever-present guide and enabler.

Wherever our footsteps take us, may your will be done. Amen.



