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Time for a Vacation?
Psalm 113:3: "From the rising of the sun to the
place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to

be praised".

Do you spend weeks planning where you would like to go on vacation
during the summer months? Do you plough your way through one travel
brochure after another to find the perfect destination? Do you take any
notice of advertisements on TV for the ‘best’ holiday locations? The choices
are endless - ocean cruises: mountain & lakes: sun, sea & sand; camping &
caravans; spas & Airbnb’s; whatever takes your fancy!

Regardless of whether you “go-cation” or “stay-cation,” summer brings the
luxury of longer days, relaxed schedules, fun activities, and lots of great
things for the family to do together.

Jesus taught his disciples that it was important for them to take a vacation.
Jesus' disciples travelled from town to town telling others about God and
His love for them. They travelled every day, preaching, teaching, and
healing the sick. They worked so hard that they often didn't even have time
to stop to eat or sleep. They became very tired.

When Jesus saw how tired they were, he said to them, "Come with me to a
quiet place and get some rest." The Bible then says, "So they went away by
themselves in a boat to a solitary place." (Mark 6 v30-32)

There are two points to note:

First, Jesus said, "Come with me." When we take a vacation, we need to
remember to take Jesus with us. Some people never give Jesus a thought
when they go on vacation. We should include Jesus in all that we do, even
when we're on holiday.

Second, the Bible says the disciples went away to a quiet place. Their main
purpose was to rest and renew their strength. Some people plan a vacation
that is so full of activities that when they come home, they are more tired
than when they left!

Taking Jesus on your summer holiday means intentionally including faith in
rest and recreation, viewing vacation as a time to grow in grace rather than
a break from God. Keep Him at the centre by prioritizing Sunday worship,
practicing daily gratitude, engaging in nature-focused devotions, and
serving others through simple acts of kindness.

Practical Ways to Include Jesus:

Plan Ahead: Look for churches near your destination, research nearby
Christian holy sites, and maintain regular prayer and, if possible, family
devotions at a time when you’re altogether.



Daily "Hallelujah Moments": Keep a "Hallelujah Moments" scrapbook or
journal, writing down, drawing, or photographing one thing to thank God
for each day.

Nature Worship: When you're out & about, see nature as God's handiwork
by going on walks, swimming, or viewing stars to appreciate His creation.
Active Service & Kindness: During your holiday see if you can find a way
to serve others, such as assisting someone at the beach or mowing a
neighbour's lawn.

Key Reminders:

Rest is Holy: Jesus modelled taking time to rest, we shouldn’t feel guilty
about doing the same.

Keep Routine Flexible: It's okay to shift your devotional time - it's
important to find moments of peace in the busyness of the holiday.
Purpose: The goal is to return from the trip with stories of how God
worked in your life during the break

We hope that you have a great summer vacation. Don't forget to take Jesus
with you, and don't forget to set aside some time for rest and relaxation.
Then come back home refreshed and renewed!
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PAUSE FOR THOUGHT - WHILE YOU'RE ON THE BEACH THIS
SUMMER!

When you get to my age, you find yourself watching the news a little
differently. There always seems to be trouble somewhere in the world, but
lately it does feel especially unsettling. War, destruction, and deep divisions
between people - each side convinced they are right, and as so often
happens, there are those who speak as if God is firmly on their side.



I've lived long enough to have heard that many times before. It has never
quite rung true to me. It seems that in every conflict, each side believes it
holds the truth, and that God must surely agree with them. Even Jesus is
sometimes drawn into these claims, as though he were there to support
one cause over another.

But when I think about Jesus as we meet him in the Gospels, I don’t see
that at all. He didn't spend his time backing one group against another. If
anything, he unsettled those who were most certain of themselves,
particularly the religious authorities who believed they had everything
neatly worked out. He asked awkward questions, crossed boundaries, and
noticed people others ignored.

There is that striking line where Jesus says he did not come to bring peace,
but a sword -not a call to violence, but a reminder that his presence would
disturb, challenge, and divide opinion. He didn't simply leave things as they
were.

And yet, as we hear of terrible events unfolding in the world - lives lost,
homes destroyed, futures uncertain - here in Stokesley life can appear, on
the surface, much the same. The shops open, people pass the time of day,
the rhythm of ordinary life continues.

But perhaps that contrast is worth sitting with for a moment.

Because when you have known illness, or fear for someone you love,
ordinary life no longer feels quite so ordinary. This past Christmas, I was
unwell, and at the same time my son had a health scare. It was a worrying
time. The sort of time when everything else fades away, and you are left
simply hoping for recovery, for steadiness, for things to return to how they
were.

And when they do - or even begin to - you see things differently.

A quiet morning. A familiar face. The simple routine of the day. These are
not small things at all. They are, in fact, deeply precious.

When the world beyond our doors feels so troubled, and when we are
reminded how fragile health and peace can be, perhaps there is an
invitation here: to stop, even briefly, and really notice the life in front of us.
Not to rush past it, or dismiss it as uneventful, but to recognise it for what
it is - a gift.

There is a verse that has stayed with me over the years: "Be still, and
know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). It is not a dramatic instruction, but a
quiet one. Be still. Notice. Pay attention.

As for God, I find it harder and harder to believe that He takes sides in the
ways we sometimes imagine, especially in conflicts where one side seeks to
destroy another. That does not sit easily with anything I understand of
Jesus.

Perhaps, instead, we are called to something simpler, though not always
easier: to be still amid the noise, to care for those around us, and to
recognise the quiet blessing of ordinary days.

At my age, that feels like something worth holding onto.

Dorothy Mair



TREASURER'’S UPDATE

From September ‘25 to the end of April ‘26 (8 months) our total income was
£69,965.45, approximately a third of which was received from the
offertory/monthly giving (£23,246.77). This equates to an average income of
£8,745.68 per month.
For the same period our total expenditure was £72,011.16 which includes a
monthly transfer of £300 into our CFB Account (£2,400.00) & £1027.40 paid
out to charities. This equates to an average expenditure of £9,001.40 per
month.
As at the end of May, our CFB (Central Finance Board) account stands at
£27,044.79 & this is primarily our reserve fund, money to be used for large
projects. Putting our money into this account earns us a significant amount
of interest & over the 9 months (Sept-May) we have earned an extra £797.92
(an average of £88.66 per month).
We started the financial year with a bank balance of £17,963.99 & as at
30.04.26 our balance now stands at £10,485.88. This shows that our
finances are on a steady decline, a deficit of £7,478.11 — equatingto a
monthly loss of approximately £935 (£635 if we take into account the £300
we transfer to the CFB account). Somehow, we need to think about how we
can redeem our losses so that we can continue to be a presence here in
Stokesley. We can do fund-raising events (all ideas will be very welcome!),
but perhaps most importantly, we can reconsider our regular giving.
Regular giving from individuals like yourself is the primary way in which our
churches resource themselves since we receive no Government or Methodist
Church income. Giving is therefore vital to our church’s life & work as we
continue to seek to serve those around us & safeguard the legacy of faith &
worship which we have inherited. Regular committed giving helps us to plan
financially & be the church both for now & the future.
I will be sending out a ‘Generous Living/Generous Giving’ pamphlet to
explain the 5 key points for you to consider:

% Sharing Our Gifts Generously

+ Why Do We Need Your Support?

+ What Can We Give?

+ Why Should | Increase My Giving?

+ How Can | Manage My Giving?

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9 v7



METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN

The next Darlington District Event is the
Summer Afternoon which will be held on
Monday 29" June, 2pm-4.30pm at Norton
f Methodist Church. A time of fellowship &
- revisiting treasured memories. I am hoping to
MW| B go if I can arrange transport. Please let me
know if you would like to join me.

This year’s Darlington District Project is *‘Musalaha’ which is a faith-based
organization that teaches, trains & facilitates reconciliation between Israelis
& Palestinians from diverse ethnic & religious backgrounds & also
international groups, based on biblical principles of reconciliation.

The charity was chosen before the war started in this region. Despite
everything that is happening in the region, *Musalaha’ continues to work
tirelessly to see peace & reconciliation within Israel, Palestine &
internationally. You can learn more about this organization at
www.musalaha.org

In their April 26 newsletter posted on their website they say - 'We
continue not because we are strong but because we must. Because
the alternative is unthinkable. Because we have been entrusted
with a message & a mission of ministry of reconciliation & even in
our weariness that calling remains. And so we do not stop. We slow
down, we grieve, we lament but we must not let go, because even
here, especially here, God is still at work’

The Coffee Morning on Saturday June 13% will be used to raise money for
the ‘Musalaha’ project. Please help if you can & please pray for a just &
lasting peace, not simply the absence of violence but a future marked by
dignity & flourishing for all people in this region.

With love Christine

THURSDAY LADIES

The new Thursday Ladies Group meets on the second Thursday of the
month from 2pm until 3.30pm in the main Church. This is a purely social
group where we have tea/coffee & biscuits and chat. We plan to have a
speaker some months and occasional quizzes/games or demonstrations -


http://www.musalaha.org/

very much responding to the wishes of the group members. This is a very
informal group, and we welcome any new members. If you would like to
know more, please contact Ann Keene.

The next meeting is Thursday 11t June. Do join us!

From Judith
Another gem from her mother’s cutting collection ---

Some people, instead of trying to drown their troubles, take them
out and give them swimming lessons. Billy Sunday.

This famous quote by early 20th-century

American evangelist Billy Sunday ; @
(1862-1935) uses a metaphor to describe =

a proactive and resilient approach to life's .
challenges. The quote encourages turning ﬁ

struggles into lessons that build strength, ;A_‘
rather than allowing them to destroy you. B 4 @ [ £

It is a call to take action and turn
adversity into training.

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUP
We continue to meet on alternate Thursdays, 10am, 13 Woodlands Walk.
Over the time we've met, we've had a very varied programme, always with
a lively discussion and often the views expressed are unconventional. For
the 6 sessions over the last 3 months, we followed the Methodist Church
course entitled ‘The Bible’s Beautiful Strangeness’. It was challenging but
we liked how the course encouraged us to question our normal thinking.
Now we have started to do something a bit different. We are watching ‘The
Way’, a mainstream film about the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in
Northern Spain. The issues raised include Friendship, Grief and Loss,
Addiction, Kindness and Spirituality - plenty to keep us going but also a
very good film.
Anyone is welcome to come and join us. Just don’t expect a traditional
Bible Study! For further information contact Margaret 07955 693224. Our
next 2 meetings will be 28t May and 11t June. After that, please refer to
the weekly notices because holidays may change the normal pattern.

\ '\‘}.’J -|E-j7




MESSY CHURCH - BUILDING FAITH BRICK BY BRICK!

Faith
BBuilders

BUILDING FAITH ONE BRICK AT A TIME

Messy Church is enabling us to continue our mission to children to Build
Faith Brick by Brick -albeit not on a Sunday!

Our next Messy Church will be during the Summer Holiday (Date tbc) &
we’ll be reading ‘The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch’ by Ronda and David
Armitage.

The main themes in this story

are problem-solving, determination,
and cleverness in overcoming challenges.
The story focuses on Mrs. Grinling finding
creative solutions to stop seagulls from
stealing Mr. Grinling's lunch, highlighting
themes of perseverance and ingenuity. It
also touches on seaside life, routine, and
teamwork

Keep an eye on the weekly notices for more
information! Lesley

Friends, Fun & Fellowship

Please join us for an afternoon of

= table-top games, tea & cake,
al 7 sing-a-long hymns & a

short time of faith-based worship.

q ©
eIIOWShl 1t & 3 Wednesday of the month,
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Please bring a friend to share the fun Wednesday 3™ & 17t June
with & if you've got a favourite Wednesday 15t & 15t July
game you'd like to teach others to play, Wednesday 5t & 19t August

bring that too!



COACH TRIP TO SCARBOROUGH - WED 29TH JULY

GENISIS 1

"9 And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called
the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed,
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in
which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.”

When did you last see the sea? Want to go but do not want the hassle
of driving and finding a car park? Please join us on a bus trip to
Scarborough on Wednesday 29th July, leaving Stokesley at 9.00am arriving
at around 10.30am and leaving at 4.00pm to arrive back in Stokesley at
approx. 5.30pm. After a wonderful scenic coach ride over the moors, what
will you do in Scarborough? Swim in the sea? Eat ice cream or fish and
chips? Visit the shops? Go on a boat ride? Visit the Sea Life Centre? People
watch or visit the castle? The options are endless!

Generation Travel's 35-seater coach has been booked so the first 35 people
to pay £16 to Ruth Smith will secure their place.

We hope to see you there!

JUNE EVENTS

SUNDAY 1st- 7th

VOLUNTEERS WEEK

Volunteers’ Week 2026 in the UK runs from Monday, June 1st to Sun-
day, June 7th, marking over 40 years of celebrating the 20 million people
who contribute to communities. This annual campaign highlights the diver-
sity of volunteer work, fosters community connections, and acts as a major
opportunity for organizations to thank their volunteers.

We have invited local charities & volunteer-led organisations to set up dis-
plays of their work in the church on Saturday 6t June. We will have an ex-
tended Coffee Morning from 10am until 1pm so that the public can come in
to see & learn what these services do & can provide.

The week will culminate with a Thanksgiving Ser-
E % vice for OUR Volunteers on Sunday 7t June led by
Katherine Atha on the theme of ‘The Servant

T]‘ag‘ King'.
Yoio teers!



WEDNESDAY 3
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00pm

WEDNESDAY 10th

THE CO-OP BIG LUNCH!

Join us for a very special lunch aimed at bringing our community together
over food this summer.

It's what we da

With the help of Shirley Buckingham (Member & Co-operative
Engagement), we'll be hosting this event for the people of Stokesley from
12 noon until 2.00pm.

Shirley will give a talk focussing on the purpose of Co-operatives &
membership & how it benefits the community. Food & drink will be provided
(no doubt including some of your Co-op favourites!) & there’ll be a fun quiz
with prizes!

You will need to book your place so please contact Lesley to get your name
on the list! FREE admittance! FREE food! FREE raffle! What’s not to like!
Any donations will go to Church Funds.

THURSDAY 11th
HOUSE GROUP @10.00am
At the home of Margaret. All welcome!

THURSDAY 11th
THURSDAY LADIES GROUP @ 2pm (Chapel)

SATURDAY 13th
MWiB COFFEE MORNING in aid of the District Project MUSALAHA

WEDNESDAY 17t
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00pm

THURSDAY 18th
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING @ 2pm (Chapel)

JULY EVENTS

WEDNESDAY 1st
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00p




THURSDAY 2nd
CHURCH LIFE MEETING @ 2.00pm (Chapel)

THURSDAY 9th
THURSDAY LADIES GROUP @ 2pm (Chapel)

SATURDAY 11th

MHA (Methodist Homes Association) COFFEE MORNING

For more than 80 years, people have trusted MHA to meet their needs and
aspirations in later life. They've been finding assurance and creating
friendships through its care homes, retirement living properties and
community groups. And enjoying the warmth, comfort and spirituality
that’s so central to living later life well. Please help us do our little bit to
help raise funds so that MHA can fulfil its charitable goals. All profits from
the coffee morning will be donated to MHA with our thanks & Gift Aid
Envelopes will be available.

TUESDAY 14th
We welcome back Rev Rob Weir following his sabbatical.

WEDNESDAY 15t
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00pm

SUNDAY 19th

CIRCUIT SERVICE TO SAY FAREWELL TO REV ANDREW ROBINSON.
All are invited to join us for this poignant, celebratory service which will
combine worship with thanksgiving, marking the end of Andrew’s active
ministry here in the Stokesley Circuit, through prayers of blessing and
leave-taking. We wish Andrew a very happy retirement & the start of a new
chapter for Andrew & Nathaniel.

The service will be followed by light refreshment - please stay for a cuppa!

WEDNESDAY 29th
BUS TRIP TO SCARBOROUGH -leaving Stokesley at 9.00am, keep the
date free.

AUGUST EVENTS

SATURDAY 1st

YORKSHIRE DAY

Yorkshire Day 2026 is on Saturday, 1 August 2026. It is an annual
celebration of the historic English county, promoting its culture, heritage,
and local pride, with special events being held in towns & villages
throughout.



Join us for our very own celebrations - there’ll
be a Treasure Trail around Stokesley’s best
bits, a Yorkshire Day Teatime Activity Pack to
test what you know about Yorkshire & to cap it
all, we'll finish the afternoon with a Yorkshire-
themed feast, featuring a selection of hearty
local produce!

YORKSHIRE DAY Look out for more details nearer the time!

WEDNESDAY 5th
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00pm

THURSDAY 13th
THURSDAY LADIES GROUP @ 2pm (Chapel)

WEDNESDAY 19th
FRIENDS, FUN & FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00pm

OTHER EVENTS WILL BE POSTED IN THE WEEKLY NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:

Saturday 5t September - Table-Top Sale (see Ruth to book a
table!) More details to follow.

Sunday 6 September @ 3pm, Great Ayton Methodist Church -
Special Welcome Service for our new Deacon, Jo Dolan.

Saturday 19th September - Stokesley Show
If you can help ‘man’ the Church Tent for an hour or so, please contact
Clare. All Volunteers will be very welcome!

Sunday 27th September — HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday 28t September — YFC HARVEST SERVICE @ 7pm
Tuesday 29t September - HARVEST SUPPER

Sunday 11th October @ 3pm - Churches Together Harvest Songs of
Praise at Stokesley Methodist Church, followed by an Afternoon Tea.

Saturday 17t October - Northallerton Male Voice Choir
Concert details to follow.



DARLINGTON PANTOMIME TRIP - BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
Wednesday 16t December. The bus will leave Stokesley at
12.50pm and arrive back at approx. 4.45pm.

I have provisionally booked 35 seats at Darlington Hippodrome to see Matt
Baker in the pantomime Beauty and the Beast and a 35-seater coach to get
us there. Any unsold seats will be released for general sale on Monday 27
July so please can you give me your name and a deposit of £20 by Sunday
26" July. The balance will be £15 to £20 depending on numbers and will
be payable early December. Many thanks, Ruth

MATTBAKER .
~ JOSH BENSON JAMIE JONES

{THE SPELLBINDING mmoinyTT

FRI11 DEC 2026 - SUN 3 JAN 2027

AND FINALLY ... A QUESTION TO ASK YOURSELF!
A lady suffered a serious stroke that blocked an artery leading into her
brain. Despite surgeons removing the blockage the damage resulted in
paralysis.
Over time she learned to communicate by eye movements with the help of
a specialist speech therapist & a specially designed computer. She even
learned to use a specialised wheelchair she could operate with her eye
movements. Amazing!
Her wheelchair was decorated with pictures of frogs. When asked why, she
explained that despite everything that had happened to her, her faith
remained as strong as it had ever been. But why the frog she was asked?
She answered because I am Fully Reliant On Jesus, FROG!
Her local church noted she was always the first to notice when someone
was in need of a prayer or a helping hand and stated that her faith shone
out of her.
Are you a FROG?



ECO ¥ CHURCH

RECYCLING CENTRE IN THE PORCH

We collect used stamps for Teesside Hospice & plastic milk bottle tops
to pass on to Rea’s Funeral Directors, Three Tuns Wynd, who then pass
them on to their chosen charity, the Yorkshire Cancer Research.

Please note: We no longer provide a collection point for Blister
Packs. Used foil backed blister packs for medicines can be left for recycling
at the Discovery Centre in Great Ayton or Boots in Guisborough.

The Discovery Centre is on the High Street in the centre of the village, not
far from High Green, & is open Monday to Friday from 10:00am until
4:00pm and on Saturdays from 10:00am until 3:00pm.

Are you planning on having a planet-friendly summer? From what
you eat, to the clothes you wear there's so much you can do to make your
summer a little more ‘Eco’. Check out these top tips to get you started &
have fun at the same time!

1. Play with clothes
Mending is trending this summer! Before you head to the shops for your
next summer look, think about the planet.

2. Play with food
With summer comes barbecues and garden parties full of mouth-watering
food! But do you know how, when, and where your food was produced?

3. Play with Water

The average person in the UK uses 150 litres of water every day, and more
when the weather is warm. Much of this water is heated, with around 30%
of the average household gas bill spent on heating water. By saving water,
you will be saving energy and reducing your CO2 emissions.

4. Play with travel

Whether you're popping to the shops or going on holiday, every journey
adds up. It can be tempting to hop on a plane in search of sun and white
beaches but why not look closer to home?

5. Celebrate biodiversity

Summer is a great time to level up your garden for pollinators and there's
never been a more important time to do it with 41% of insects facing
extinction in the UK.



Private gardens, churchyards and other outdoor spaces can make a
significant contribution to nature. We can take action to care for plants,
wildlife and soil in the places where we live and around our churches.
Caring for the earth was the first instruction God gave to humans. This
doesn’t mean we all need to be professional gardeners but perhaps try to
learn one new thing this month that you can do for a garden space. Read
more about nature-friendly gardening at www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
(environmentally-friendly-gardening-10-toptips)

6. Summer energy

Longer days and warmer weather means that the summer is the perfect
time to cut down on your energy usage. All the energy used by UK
households amounts to 22% of the UK’s annual carbon footprint.

6. Care for the climate
Climate change isn't just a summer problem - but with heatwaves and
droughts on the rise what better time to take a stand?



http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/

Date Preacher Steward Door Reader Flowers Coffee
7t June Katherine Atha | Pauline Dale Lesley J & Lesley Sylvia Waites Margaret Horner
Volunteers Week Helen D Jackson & Helen D
14t June Ann Anderson Margaret Joan Barthram Helen Lyn Keeling Christine
Horner & Judith Smith Duggleby Ridgeway
215t June Rev Janet Pauline Dale Christine R & Margaret Judith Smith Pauline Dale
HC Jackson Jennifer N Horner
28t June David Wilson Margaret lan & Sylvia lan Waites Pamela Baker Mary Hunt
RLA Horner Waites
5t July Rev Trevor Pauline Dale Mary Hunt & Mary Hunt Mary Hunt Margaret H &
Haigh Ruth Smith Helen D
12t July MHA Sunday Dorothy Molly Day & various Carole Myers Christine
LA Blakey Lyn Keeling Ridgeway
19t July Rev Rob Weir Margaret Lesley J & Lesley Joyce Binns Pauline Dale
Circuit Service Horner Michael Lally Jackson
26t July Rev Janet Margaret Carole & Mike | Mike Myers Pauline Dale Mary Hunt
HC Jackson Horner Myers
27 August Rev Colin Lesley Winnie & Ernie Margaret Christine Margaret Horner
Jackson Jackson Laking Horner Ridgeway
9th August Rev Richard Pauline Dale Ann & Chris Chris Keene Sandie Jones Christine
Bradshaw Keene Ridgeway
16t August Led by Sue Sue Franks Pauline Dale & various Sandra Markwick Pauline Dale
LA Frank Sandra Allan
23 August Doreen Hunt Margaret June McC & June Frances Walker Mary Hunt
Horner Margaret W McCleave
30" August Rev Rob Weir Lesley Dorothy B & Dorothy Sue Frank Margaret Horner
Jackson Margaret H Blakey & Helen D




