
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th May 2022 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
God, our shepherd, 
you gather us into your kingdom, and into your loving arms. 
You seek us out when we are lost. You rescue us when we are in trouble. 
You welcome us when we return home. 
Make us – your church, your people – into a sanctuary for all who are fearful, 
a place of healing for those who are broken, and a welcoming home for all 
who seek it. 
Let us come before the God of our salvation, offering him all praise and glory. 
Let us join the angels standing around the throne, as we offer ourselves in 
worship to God, saying: Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 
honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever.  

Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 9 v36-43 (p1103) Aeneas and Dorcas 
Psalm 23 (p555) The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
Revelation 7 v9-17 (p1238) The Great Multitude in White Robes 
John 10 v22-30 (p1077) The Unbelief of the Jews 

Perseverance 
This week our focus explores how Jesus guides us through life’s ups and 
downs. 
In Revelation 7 v9-17 John describes a vision where he sees people 
from around the world worshipping God. It has rich imagery of angels, 
a magnificent throne and fantastical animals. Jesus is referred to as the 
Lamb and at the end of the passage also as the ‘shepherd’ who 
protects, guides and feeds us. 
As we seek to live out the message and implications of Easter, we are 
reminded of the endurance we need to live in the light of the kingdom, 
facing life’s struggles in the company and comfort of the good 
shepherd, who is also the crucified and risen Christ. 
And so, to Acts 9. In this week’s passage from Acts, Dorcas, a disciple, 
followed the example of Jesus in bringing good news to the poor. 
She supported widows in her community; their grief and shock at her 
death is touchingly described. Peter responds quickly, going to her and 
praying for her healing. This recalls stories about Elijah (1 Kings 17 v8-
24) and Elisha (2 Kings 4 v8-37): they both responded to widows who 
had been generous and hospitable but then lost their only sons. Elijah 
and Elisha’s prayers were both answered by the boys’ revival. Similarly, 
when a young man’s funeral procession passed him, Jesus approached 
the mother of this only son. ‘His heart went out to her’ and then he 
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’ (Luke 7 v12-14). Recognising 
distress and responding with compassion continues Jesus’ prophetic 
ministry in fulfilment of the Scriptures (Luke 4 v16-21). 
In Psalm 23, God’s shepherding is linked with Israel’s journey from 
Egypt to the Promised Land (see Psalms 77 v20; 78 v52-55; 80 v1,8-9) 

 



and with the return there after exile in Babylon (Isaiah 40 v11; 49 v9-
10). ‘Right paths’ and ‘darkest valley’ echo this, and the prepared table 
suggests the ‘land flowing with milk and honey’ (Exodus 3 v8). ‘My 
shepherd’ brings this understanding to our individual lives, and we 
think above all of Jesus, ‘the Lamb’ (Revelation 7 v9), who knew this 
prayer of total dependence on God. 
Before coming to the passage in Revelation 7, we need to understand 
the context. Following his vision of the worship of God and the Lamb 
(chapters 4 and 5), John sees the Lamb opening the first six of the 
seven seals on the scroll representing God’s purposes (chapter 6). Past, 
present, and future interweave in these visions. The slaughtered Lamb 
raised to God’s throne has already accomplished God’s purposes; that 
is, Jesus unrolled the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and announced, 
‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled‘ at the beginning of his earthly ministry 
(Luke 4 v16-21). However, God’s purposes are not yet fully 
accomplished, and there is ‘an eternal gospel’ to proclaim ‘to every 
nation, tribe, language and people’ (Revelation 14 v6). The opening of 
the first six seals revealed the ways in which human beings will 
slaughter one another and how the souls of faithful cry out, ‘how long 
… until you judge?’ (Revelation 6.8-11). 
Now, in chapter 7, there is another vision of the worship of God and 
the Lamb. In it those who have been faithful to death are no longer 
crying out ‘How long?’ but are before God’s throne, worshipping night 
and day. This divine throne room is eternal in heaven but yet to come 
on earth. It is more enduring than the throne of Rome.  
There are remarkable paradoxes here: The slaughtered Lamb is also the 
Lord, the shepherd who leads to life (v17; and, of course, Psalm 23). As 
in the Book of Hebrews, Jesus is both the sacrifice and the high priest. 
And the white robes representing God’s approval are washed in red 
blood, a symbolic nod to the testimony that both blood and water 
flowed from Jesus pierced side (John 19 v34; 1 John 5 v6-8). 
Finally we have the passage from John 10 v22-30 

Reading Psalm 23 we probably think of Jesus. Depending totally on 
God, he lacked nothing in the wilderness and feared no evil. He is 
himself ‘the good shepherd’ who ‘lays down his life for the sheep’ (John 
10 v11). God had promised, ‘I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep’ 
(Ezekiel 34 v15), and Jesus says, ‘I and the Father are one’ (v30). He is 
asked if he is the Messiah and responds that unlike the false shepherds, 
the leaders who let their lost sheep be devoured, ‘No-one can snatch 
them out of my hand’ (v28). Only those with ears to hear his voice and 
eyes to follow him recognise him as like David, who saved his 
threatened lambs (1 Samuel 17 v34-35). His sheep know who Jesus is 
because they know how much he loves them: ‘Greater love has no-one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15 v13). 
 
Sending Out Prayer: 
God of all our coming in and our going out, 
of our past, present and our future, 
of all the ups and downs of life, 
give us bright hope that all shall be well. 
Help us to trust in your promises, 
to find springs of the water of life, 
and to share that with others, 
that tears may be wiped from every eye. 
Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! 
Amen 


