
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th May 2022 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
God of our past, present and future, 
help us to see you at work in your creation – as flowers lift their heads 
to the sun, or trees shake their leaves. Help us to see you at work in our 
daily lives, in our routines and choices, in our growing and our 
changing. Help us to see you at work in all things. 
Come, let us praise the name of the Lord, the one whose name is so 
great, 
whose glory is above the earth and the heavens. Come, let us praise 
the name of the Lord, who was and is and is to come.  
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 11 v1-18 (p1105) Peter Explains His Actions 
Psalm 148 (p633) Praise the Lord from the heavens … 
Revelation 21 v1-6 (p1249) The New Jerusalem 
John 13 v31-35 (p1082) Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

What Next? 
This week our focus explores what was and is and is to come. 
In the Revelation vision, John sees all things being renewed. The world of the 
creation story and the present day is replaced by a new world – heaven on 
earth. God lives among, and will be all things to, his people. This story is one 
of excitement and hope. Knowing the past and living the present gives great 
hope to John’s view of the future. 
We are reminded that the Lamb is the one who was and is and is to come – 
our lives matter in the here and now, and our work and worship are about us 
seeking to bring the future into the present. Our task is not only to follow 
Jesus to the holy city but to rebuild the city where we are, making the 
kingdom come everywhere and for all. 
In Acts 11, Peter explains his encounter with Cornelius, the Roman centurion, 
and why he had baptized Gentiles who had accepted the word of God and 
received the Holy Spirit. 
The pouring of the Spirit on Jewish Christians was interpreted as the 
fulfilment of God’s word through the prophet Joel (Acts 2 v14-21) and, 
remembering Jesus, Peter interprets the falling of the Spirit on Gentiles as 
the fulfilment of the word of the Lord, ‘John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit’ (see Luke 3 v16; Acts 1 v5). The same God, 
who had inspired the prophets and spoken in Jesus, granted Peter his vision 
as he was praying in Joppa (Acts 10 v9-16). The response of the Church is to 
praise the God now leading them forward to become a community drawn 
from all nations. 
The call to worship in Psalm 148 looks back to creation, setting humanity 
within a universe made for God’s glory. And it looks forward to salvation, the 
climax of the story of Israel that unfolds in the Psalter. ‘A horn’ is the 
instrument of David’s anointing (1 Kings 1 v39) and the symbol of the 
expected Davidic Messiah (Ezekiel 29 v21). This same pattern concludes the 

 



Christian Bible with Revelation’s vision of ‘every creature’ worshipping the 
Lamb on God’s throne in the city ‘coming down out of heaven’ (Revelation 5 
v13; 21 v2). 
Once again, some context is helpful in understanding the passage from 
Revelation. The visions of devastation within chapters 6 to 20 are framed by 
visions of God as creator and redeemer in chapters 4 to 5 and 21 to 22. The 
destruction arises within the ongoing fulfilment of the promise of God as 
Emmanuel,  ‘God with us’ – where ‘us’ is not Israel alone, as parts of the Old 
Testament seem to imply, but all peoples. The redemption and renewal of 
creation follows preparation of all people as the bride, adorned for the 
delight of God. The heavenly city – where worship is eternally accepted (as 
described previously in Revelation) – is now also the city to come on earth 
(v2). 
This is a vision of the fulfilment of the words of the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’. The eternal 
God, the beginning and end of all things, the Word that brought everything 
into being, now speaks, completing the creative work by ‘making all things 
new’ (v5). The idolatrous values and practices of a greedy and violent world, 
and the suffering that went with it, are swept away. The raging sea and the 
waters of chaos are no more. Even death is overcome. In their place, healing 
‘water of life’ flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb. And John is told 
to ‘write this’ (v5) because this vision of the future is given for the purpose of 
transforming the life of the churches to whom he writes. 
Now to the Gospel reading. Judas has gone out, ‘and it was night’ (John 13 
v30). The hour of Jesus’ death approaches, when the Father’s love of 
humanity and the Son’s love of God will shine together most brightly, making 
visible ‘the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth’ (John 1 v14). Jesus expresses his affection for his 
apprehensive disciples, calling them ‘little children’ and giving them his gift of 
‘a new commandment’. The old commandment, ‘Love one another’ becomes 
new because it is now rooted in and shaped by Jesus’ own love, since he 
loved them to the end. This love has been shown to be an active 
engagement, by the raising of Lazarus whom he loved, and by the washing of 
his disciples’ feet. By their mutual love, his followers will continue Jesus’ work 
of making God’s love visible in and for the world. 
“BUILD BACK BETTER” 

“ON YOUR SIDE” 
“MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER” 
“MAKING A DIFFERENCE” 
“TIME FOR REAL CHANGE” 
You might have seen a mixture of these slogans on signs hanging on 
lampposts across the United Kingdom as election day loomed last week. 
These words are a barrage of positivity and promises from individuals and 
parties that say a vote for them is a vote for a better future. And this week 
the election winners now have the tricky task of living up to their pledges 
about making their communities’ futures better. 
There can be times for all of us when a better future seems like a nearly 
impossible task. Whether that is because of a daunting pile of revision to do 
before sitting important exams or because of the heart-breaking news that 
floods the news and our social media. 
It’s easy to assume that things won’t change. We might think people like 
politicians are incapable of keeping their promises. Or perhaps we don’t think 
we can achieve the goals we’ve set ourselves. 
The book of Revelation offers a reminder that no matter how twisty or 
difficult our paths can be, when we follow Jesus they will eventually leads us 
to a better future - the new heaven and new earth where the painful things 
of this world - death, mourning, crying and pain - have been defeated. 
How would our lives look if we lived each day as if we really believed God’s 
promise “I’m making everything new” was true? What if every day we 
remembered that just because things are difficult today doesn’t mean things 
will always be hard? 
Now that’s a slogan which could really make a difference!   
 
Sending Out Prayer: 
God, who is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end of all things, 
you know our past – the burdens we carry. 
We know that you will wipe away every tear and make all things new – 
though we cannot always see the work you are doing, help us to learn from 
the past, live in the present, and hope for the future. 
In all of life’s joys and sadnesses, 
may we love one another as you love us. 
Amen 


