
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 21st November 2021 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
We come today to acknowledge Christ as King.  
His throne is a cross, and he reigns from high heaven. Beauty and 
holiness are the marks of his kingdom. He is the face of God revealed in 
human form. Let us keep our eyes fixed on him: King Jesus – the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. 
God of gods and King of kings, be with us as we seek to know more of 
your truth. Speak to us by your Word and your Spirit. Help us to see 
Jesus, and to hear his voice – not just for today, but for all days, and for 
the glory of your kingdom.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Daniel 7 v9-10, 13-14 (p892) Daniel’s Dream of Four Beasts 
Psalm 93 (p601) The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty … 
Revelation 1 v4b-8 (p1233) I am the Alpha & the Omega … who is, & 
who was, & who is to come, the Almighty. 
John 18 v33-37 (p1087) “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Listen to my Voice 
This week our focus explores what it means to belong to the truth. 
The events in John’s Gospel reading take place in the morning after 
Jesus was arrested. He has been put on trial by the religious leaders, 
now he is brought before the Roman leader, Pilate. Jesus and Pilate’s 
exchange reveals the vast difference between Pilate’s understanding of 
kingship and authority and Jesus’. For Pilate this is about rules and 
power; for Jesus it is about truth and community. This is Jesus making it 
clear why he is here. He has come to make the truth known. 
But, as Pilate asked, what is truth? This too means different things to 
different people – remember the Brexit bus, or the US elections in 
2020? We read in the New Testament that Jesus is the way, the truth 
and the life – if we truly believe that we need to learn to listen to his 
voice in all that we do, think or say. 
The passage from Daniel is the first of Daniel’s visions of the end-time. 
It comes to him in a dream (one way in which the Lord’s voice is 
sometimes heard). In the vision, we see a throne room in heaven and 
‘one like a son of man’ (v13) receiving an everlasting kingdom. The 
thrones reflect the tradition of a ‘divine council’ – a place where 
wisdom is shared, truth established and justice pronounced. The ‘one 
like a son of man’ is given power and dominion, and is usually 
understood as an expression of Jewish messianic expectation. It is 
possible that originally this ‘one’ was understood as a symbolic figure 
representing God’s holy people as they are presented before God’s 
throne. Within Christian tradition, it/he is often understood to 
represent Jesus. 

 



Unlike earthly rulers, the kingship of the coming one will not pass away. 
To an oppressed people in trauma, the majestic picture in Daniel’s 
vision – with its sense of strength and permanency – would have been 
a source of real hope. 
There is a theory (though disputed by some) that Psalm 93 emerged 
from a festival that celebrated the enthronement of the Lord God. This 
was an autumn festival, and in Jewish culture marked the beginning of 
the new year. At this festival, the Lord God was acclaimed as newly 
enthroned and celebrated as the ‘creator king’. Whether or not that is 
the true origin of the psalm, what is not disputed is that the worship of 
the Lord God as king was a major element of Israelite worship. 
John – the one named as writer of these words in Revelation – was a 
church leader in Asia Minor during the last quarter of the first century. 
His letters to the seven churches suggest that they were struggling to 
be loyal to Jesus under the oppressive pressures of Roman rule. 
According to John, to belong to the truth is to know that we are loved 
and freed from our sins by the blood that Jesus shed at his crucifixion. 
Through this we are made into a heavenly kingdom – a foretaste of 
what is in Daniel’s vision, and the coming in glory that we will soon 
celebrate in Advent. Within this kingdom we are given a divine 
commission: to be priests serving God. And wrapped around this is a 
sense of the eternal – note the phrase ‘who is and who was and who is 
to come’ at the beginning of the passage (v4) and again at the end after 
‘Alpha and Omega’ – the latter meaning beginning and end (v8). ‘So 
shall it be’ (v7). While lies will fade and corruption perish, truth will last 
eternally. 
The Gospel of John reads like a play, with characters entering scenes, 
signs being performed, and dialogue or soliloquies engaged in, before 
the action moves on to the next scene. In the middle of the signs, 
dialogues and soliloquies, the truth that Jesus embodies emerges. In 
the tense dialogue of this week’s Gospel passage, the particular truth 
that emerges is about the identity of Jesus, his kingdom and the nature 
of truth itself. 

In verse 37 there is an intriguing reflection on the birth of Jesus. In 
keeping with the prologue to this Gospel, Jesus’ origins are presented 
as being beyond this world. ‘I came into the world’ speaks of heavenly 
origins rather than the natural processes of childbirth. So, the truth 
Jesus embodies is the truth of the eternal kingdom of God, which, while 
experienced in the world, does not originate in it and is not bound by it 
either. The truth that Jesus testifies to transcends the confines of time 
and culture. And this is in marked contrast to the cultural and political 
truth of the Roman Empire, represented in this scene by Pilate. 
The passage ends with Jesus saying that those who belong to the truth 
listen to his voice. There are clear echoes here of at least two of the 
great ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus in John’s Gospel: ‘I am the way and the 
truth and the life’ (John 14 v6); and ‘I am the good shepherd’ (John 10 
v11) whose sheep ‘listen to [his] voice’ (10 v16). To belong to Jesus is to 
listen to him, to follow his direction, and to discover and to live by the 
kingdom truth he embodies.  
 
Sending Out Prayer: 
Christ our King, 
as we go from this place, 
assure us of your presence with us – 
for we belong to you. 
Help us to look for truth in all places, 
to seek and listen to your voice, 
and to use your power to serve. 
Bring heaven to earth and reign in our lives. 
We pray in your name, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 


