
For your devotions …  

A Prayer for Ourselves & Others
God whose peace knows no borders, as we watch the aftermath of the withdrawal 
of American troops in Afghanistan and see the chaos at Kabul airport and 
bewilderment on the faces of people left behind, we pray urgently for your peace to 
descend. We pray for those who are fearful, for people whose circumstances have 
suddenly and radically changed. Help them work out what to do and find the ways 
and means to do what is necessary to stay safe. 
God whose comfort knows no borders, hurricane Ida has left a trail of destruction in
North America and with a rising death toll we pray for the communities that have 
been deeply affected by the storm. As communities rebuild we pray they would 
have the resources to regroup, restore and recover from this natural disaster and be
able to move forwards.
God whose compassion knows no borders, whether changing year groups, schools 
or heading off to university for the first time help our young people as things change 
this autumn. May all of the children who have had a hard time know compassion 
and care and may this year be calm and ordered, filled with fun and purpose.
God whose care and concern knows no borders, Covid still dominates all of our 
news but we pray for wisdom and calm as we approach the winter, for timely and 
sensible decisions and for the health and safety of our friends, family and 
neighbours.
God of joy, we thank you for the joy the Paralympics has brought to us in the last 
couple of weeks. Watching fellow human beings overcoming adversity and 
triumphing in their sports is exhilarating and heartening. Thank you for all of the 
athletes who have competed. As they head home may they feel they have worked 
to the best of their ability and know how inspirational they are.
Lord bring more joy to this world, and may your love be known by all.
Amen

All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website are 
welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01642 714384 or Text on 07837178938. All notices must be received by 
the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks.
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“A new commandment I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
By this all men will know that you are my disciples; if
you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35)
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During these unprecedented times, we have changed the way we ‘go to
church’ to help to protect ourselves and others. We have put in place

measures that will enable us to still be part of the worshipping community, at
home with family, online with friends, coming back together again in Church.
If you go to the Circuit Website you will find a range of resources available for

you to use at home which we hope will help you to continue your cycle of
prayer and worship.

Today our Covenant Service is at 10.30am 
& is led by Rev Andrew Robinson. 

The service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion
(www.youtube.com/stokesleymethodistchurch/live) 
https://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/news/join-us-at-home.html  
and http://www.facebook.com/stokesleymethodistcircuit/ 

Today’s flowers are a gift from Margaret &
Harry Stewart

A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources:
Welcoming God, you invite us to worship you and to be together.
God of miracles, however we are feeling, we come to meet you, expectant 
and hopeful.
Whether we are one or many, and whatever our station in life, you welcome 
us, arms wide open – and we worship you, Lord God of all. 
Sustain us with your presence, nourish us with your word, strengthen us in 
your service and send us out to live every day of our lives, in your name. 
Amen

No Borders
Today’s Lectionary Readings:
Isaiah 35 v4-7a (p719) Joy of the Redeemed
Psalm 146 (p632) Blessed is he whose … hope is in the Lord his God
James 2 v1-10 (11-13) 14-17 (p1214) Favouritism Forbidden
Mark 7 v24-37 (p1010) The Faith of a Syro-Phoenician Woman/The Healing 
of a Deaf and Mute Man

Message from the Church Mouse for EVERYONE!

After healing and teaching in Jewish territory, Jesus moves to
the Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon. There he encounters Gentiles in need of 
healing: full of hope, and faith in Jesus’ healing ability, the people bring the needs of 
a sick girl and a deaf man to Jesus. Jesus heals them, then continues on his journey, 
urging the crowds to keep quiet about what he has done.
The readings explore how outsiders are included in our journey of faith. The Gentile 
woman and the disabled man are both people who were considered to be outsiders 
in Jesus’ society. But there are no borders to God’s love and welcome. 
The BBC have asked the question: “Where will the refugees from Afghanistan go?” 
The UK has announced plans to accept 20,000 Afghan refugees over the long term. 
The British government's Afghan Citizens' Resettlement Scheme will aim to allow 
5,000 Afghans to settle in the UK in the first year. However, the challenge will be to 
local communities as they settle to truly show that all are welcome here. Countries 
neighbouring Afghanistan such as Pakistan and Iran may need support for the large 
numbers of refugees they receive.
Last week’s airlift from Kabul provoked widespread sympathy for those who were 
fortunate enough to escape and great concern has already been expressed for those
left behind and how they will be treated by the new Taliban government. However, 
by no means all of those who have fled or are trying to flee have homes elsewhere. 
Many are Afghan nationals. How will they be treated as outsiders in a strange land? 
The Syro-Phoenician woman appears to have been a displaced person. She was 
certainly a Gentile who would receive less sympathetic treatment from the Jewish 
people. Maybe she had faced hard treatment and that was why she was so quick to 
respond to Jesus in the way she did. It is worth reflecting on how we will respond to 
refugees who move into our street. The encounter between Jesus and the Syro-
Phoenician woman was a real encounter. 
Generalised sympathy is one thing. Active support is another.
God of salvation, you open the way to life by offering us unconditional love.
We rejoice in our freedom, our healing and our hope. Teach us to be open to others,
to offer welcome, and practise inclusion. In Jesus’ name, Amen

Light a candle on Sunday as a visible symbol of the light
of life, Jesus Christ.
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SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 

ARE BACK!

Starting this Saturday, 4th September

10.00AM – 11.30AM

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS 

& A CATCH-UP CHIN-WAG!

TABLE SERVICE ONLY

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK UNTIL SEATED

& USE SANITISER ON ARRIVAL

PLEASE CHECK THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE EVERY WEEK TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE
WITH THE CIRCUIT PLAN AS THIS MAY BE AMENDED DEPENDING ON

GOVERNMENT/METHODIST CONNEXION GUIDELINES
Please note that all the circuit churches have now re-opened for worship & 
you can return to church safely (see the guidelines in these notices).
We will continue to provide online worship from Stokesley and Gt Ayton for
those who prefer to worship from home.

Your Sunday ‘Worship Online’ Services
To access today’s Youtube streamed service follow the instructions below:
Open your internet search engine/tab > enter 'https://www.youtube.com  '   
(or simply 'youtube' to find the link) in the search bar > when Youtube 
opens, enter 'Stokesley Methodist Church Youtube' in the search bar > Our 
Youtube channel should open with all the recent services, mostly, but not 
always in date order, starting with the most recent.
If you want to follow the service from Great Ayton enter ‘Great Ayton 
Methodist Church Youtube’ instead. 
In addition, each week we are provided with a worship sheet from District 
which you can find on the ‘Worship at Home’ page & which is also available 
to download from the link in these notices.
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/22710/5-september-21-worship-if-
you-are-unable-to-attend-church.pdf

OUR PRAYER TREE - If anybody has a person or situation that you would like
us to pray for, simply write your request on a ‘leaf’ and hang it on the tree. 
The leaves will be gathered at the end of each week and passed to the 
person leading worship on Sunday morning to add to the prayers of 
intercession during the service. 

SHOULD YOU NEED ANY ADVICE
PLEASE CONTACT 

REV ANDREW ROBINSON (TEL:
01642 710358 / MOB: 07718

516236)

https://www.youtube.com/


Arrangements for 'in-person' services at Stokesley Methodist Church

The Guidance for worship has changed since HM Government relaxed the 
rules on 19th July. The Methodist Church has advised caution and to move 
slower in certain aspects. In particular face coverings are advised together 
with some control of social distancing. Communal singing can take place once
more. 
Our own risk assessment has been reviewed and the following will apply on 
Sunday 25th July.

 Please do not come to church if you feel unwell or suspect you might 
have Covid 19.

 Face coverings are advised when in church.
 Hand sanitiser will be available.
 A register of attendance will still be taken to assist in Track and Trace 

as before.
 The one-way system of access and egress will still apply.
 The plastic covering has been removed from chairs and only alternate 

rows of seating will be in use.
 People are still advised not to sit with people they do not live with or 

are not in a bubble with. Please leave at least one seat between you 
and people you don’t live with.

 Please don’t shake hands and hug others. The virus is still very active 
and everyone needs to take care. Please wait till you are outside 
before holding conversations.

 Communal singing will be possible once more, though wearing of a 
covering whilst singing is advised.

 The services will still be live streamed, so if you are still nervous about
coming to church, or simply can’t manage for 10:30, it will be 
available on-line.

Thank you for your co-operation 

What’s On this Week
Monday 
6th Sept

9.30am Fitness Class (Hall)
2.00pm Nattering & Knitting – Please join us for a ‘chinwag’ 
& to catch-up on all the things we’ve been doing at home! 
Contact Ann Keene (keene.home@yahoo.com )
7.15pm Zumba (Hall)

Tuesday
7th Sept

Our Tuesday Night Fellowship will be meeting as usual at 
7.00pm (Zoom ID 288 056 7734). We will have a catch-up for
an hour and then move into our online Oasis Study Group at 
8.00pm based on our current Holy Habit. 

Wednesday
8th Sept

 ‘Hymn-a-Long’ with the Choir at 7.00pm – Fruits of the Spirit
The Zoom ID is 288 056 7734.
6.15pm Fitness Class (Hall)

Thursday
9th Sept   

1.00pm Funeral
6.00pm Tang Soo Do Martial Arts Class

Friday 
10th Sept
Saturday
11th Sept

10.00am – 11.30am Coffee Morning in Church

TODDLER GROUP STARTS ON TUESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
Please note change of start date!
The Toddler Group will take place every Tuesday during term-time, from 
9.30am till 11.am. All under 5’s & their parents/carers are welcome. There 
will be puzzles, paints, ride-on toys & much more!
Drinks & snacks included - £2 per family – just drop in.
If you can help any Tuesday, please see Alison Dumphy-Brook – all offers will 
be much appreciated.

On Sunday 12th September our 
Morning Worship is at 10.30am 
& will be led by Katherine Atha,
Local Preacher from Stokesley
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