
Sunday 5th September 2021 

A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources
Welcoming God, you invite us to worship you and to be together.
God of miracles, however we are feeling, we come to meet you, 
expectant and hopeful.
Whether we are one or many, and whatever our station in life, you 
welcome us, arms wide open – and we worship you, Lord God of all. 
Sustain us with your presence, nourish us with your word, strengthen 
us in your service and send us out to live every day of our lives, in your 
name.

Amen
Lectionary Readings:
Isaiah 35 v4-7a (p719) Joy of the Redeemed
Psalm 146 (p632) Blessed is he whose … hope is in the Lord his God
James 2 v1-10 (11-13) 14-17 (p1214) Favouritism Forbidden
Mark 7 v24-37 (p1010) The Faith of a Syro-Phoenician Woman/The Healing of
a Deaf and Mute Man

No Borders
This week our focus explores being open and inclusive with others.
After healing and teaching in Jewish territory, Jesus moves to the 
Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon. There he encounters Gentiles in need 
of healing: full of hope, and faith in Jesus’ healing ability, the people 
bring the needs of a sick girl and a deaf man to Jesus. Jesus heals them, 
then continues on his journey, urging the crowds to keep quiet about 
what he has done.
The readings explore how outsiders are included in our journey of faith.
The Gentile woman and the disabled man are both people who were 
considered to be outsiders in Jesus’ society. But there are no borders to
God’s love and welcome.
The good news in the verses from Isaiah 35 comes after the less good 
news of the first 33 chapters, namely that judgement is coming and this
will entail defeat and exile for Judah.
So, God’s coming with recompense means deliverance from the 
consequences of judgement. The exiles, who have lost everything, will 
be recompensed: God will save them afresh, and this act of God will 
cure the people’s blindness and deafness. What Isaiah has lamented up
to now – that the people can’t see their predicament or hear God’s 
voice within it – will give way to a restored relationship and the 
wilderness will become a place of refreshment and restoration.
Psalm 146 is a poem or song of praise that mirror’s Isaiah’s prophecy: 
when people are delivered, they sing. The psalmist urges the 
congregation to put their trust in the right place: not in earthly regimes 
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– as they always fail – but in God who delivered them from slavery and 
will deliver them from exile. Where God reigns there is justice and joy.
James’ focus (James 2) on the purity of the individual’s life is applied to 
our life together as a church. Purity of religion means no discrimination 
on the basis of wealth, class, race or gender. Indeed, James reminds us 
that God has chosen the poor to teach us a lesson (this is strongly 
reminiscent of 1 Corinthians 1 v28, suggesting that it is a key rhetorical 
device used by the early Jesus movement). James suggests that the rich
oppress these communities in words we don’t hear too often in our 
churches (v6), including the observation that the actions of the rich are 
blasphemy. He then picks up the idea of fulfilling the law from a few 
verses earlier (1 v22-25), by pointing to the call to love our neighbour 
as ourselves (2 v8). All discrimination is a breach of this law and thus a 
breach of all of it (v9-12). He finishes by reminding his audience that 
talk is cheap; it is actions that count in the eyes of God.
Arguably, Mark 7 v24-30 is the key story in this section (beginning with 
the sending of the twelve in chapter 6), because it takes the debate 
between the Pharisees and Jesus out on to the actual boundary 
between Jews and Gentiles. It is also about ‘bread’, the running 
metaphor about the Twelve’s grasp of who Jesus is and what he’s 
doing.
Jesus is in Gentile country. He wants some space to spend time with 
the Twelve (something he’s wanted since 6 v30). He is visited by a 
Greek woman from further north. She has obviously heard of Jesus and
knows where to find him, and she comes begging for her demonised 
daughter’s healing. Jesus tells a brief parable about boundaries – the 
mealtime boundary between the family and their animals (v27). She 
completes the parable: the animals get the leftovers (much like the 
disciples did in 6 v43!) and Jesus is stunned.
It’s not her faith that Jesus commends but her word (logos). She’s got 
what the disciples don’t seem to have grasped: that the boundary 
between God’s reign and everywhere else is porous and all sorts of 
people can come in and out, including this Greek woman. She did, of 

course, have faith. It was faith that sent her on the journey to seek 
Jesus out, and faith that kept her going on the journey back to see 
whether Jesus’ word was true and her daughter had been healed – that
faith was not disappointed (v30).
Having broken down the boundaries in private, Jesus now very publicly 
opens the floodgates and shares the blessings of God’s kingdom with 
the Gentiles. The healing is ordinary enough, but its significance is 
extraordinary because Mark evokes Isaiah 35, a prophecy of the 
coming of God and his kingdom to the world and not just to Israel, even
though the focus is on Israel.
Is it significant that Mark tells us the Aramaic – ephphatha – that Jesus 
speaks so that it stands out? Could it be referring not just to the man’s 
ears and mouth but also to the kingdom, now opened to Gentiles? All 
foods being declared clean expands into all people being declared 
clean. Jesus again tries to keep what he’s doing quiet. But word spreads
like wildfire through the whole area. The Jewish leaders might not get 
it, but two Gentiles have joined him in his message: the boundaries are 
breaking down, everyone’s welcome to come and experience God’s 
reign.

A Sending Out Prayer
God of salvation,
you open the way to life
by offering us unconditional love.
We rejoice in our freedom,
our healing and our hope.
Teach us to be open to others,
to offer welcome, and practise inclusion.
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.


