
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th September 2021  

 
 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
Lord, you walked with your disciples from village to village and, on the 
way, you talked to them about many things.  
Some things were not easy to hear or to understand.  
We meet you here today, Lord, to hear these things too.  
You don’t call us to sit doing nothing. You want us to be on the move: 
taking risks to change our world and save our lives.  
Help us, then, to draw close to you, to be ready to listen. Then to act. 
The whole package. 
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 50 v4-9a (p737) Israel’s Sin and the Servant’s Obedience 
Psalm 116 v1-9 (p615) I love the Lord, for he heard my voice …  
James 3 v1-12 (p1214) Taming the Tongue 
Mark 8 v27-38 (p1012) Peter’s Confession of Christ/Jesus Predicts His 
Death 

Package Deal 
This week our focus explores the risks and rewards of following Jesus. 
Jesus journeys with his disciples as they explore who he is. They are 
confronted with the responsibility and dangers of following the 
Messiah: that the way to life is through suffering and death. This 
prediction of Jesus’ own fate is key to understanding the call to 
discipleship. There is a choice: follow the way of the world and you will 
lose your life; follow the way of the cross and you will gain the only life 
worth having. 
What does it mean for us to take up our cross, deny ourselves and 
follow Jesus? The cost of discipleship means letting go of worldly 
ambitions that often control our lives, and instead offering our service 
to growing the kingdom of God. The costs – as well as the benefits – 
are integral to Christian faith. 
Isaiah 50 is the third of the so-called servant songs & is a wonderful 
poem of rescue and homecoming. Here the prophet seeks to sustain 
the weary Judeans, exiled in Babylon, with a word. He has the tongue 
of a teacher, but to do this he needs the ear and attitude of one who is 
taught. It is only by being a disciple and a listener that it is possible to 
speak God’s word. Delivering this message is costly and unsuccessful. 
The attackers (v5-6) might be members of the prophet’s own 
community, opposed to his message. But he is sure of vindication, so 
he dares his opponents to a public face-off. He is certain that God will 
help him and any opposition will wear out like an old garment. 
Psalm 116 is the voice of prayer appealing for the mercy of God. And 
because God has listened, the poet intends to keep up the conversation 

 



all his life. It is only through this dialogue that he will be delivered and 
be able to live the life of the faithful. 
The teacher/taught theme is continued in James but from the opposite 
angle. Don’t be a teacher, James says, because you will be judged to 
higher standards than others. The sense of needing to be taught first 
echoes that of Isaiah 50. James then launches into a sustained attack 
on the organ of speech, the very tool a prophet needs to be trained and 
honed for the task. His portrait of the tongue leaves little to the 
imagination. This bleak picture is a portrait of our impotence. So, how 
about not speaking unless we have to? Maybe 3 v1-2 is a general 
assertion about not trying to run other people’s lives! ‘Not many of you 
should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that 
we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many 
ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, 
able to keep his whole body in check.’ 
Caesarea Philippi, built by Philip in honour of Emperor Augustus, was a 
long way from Galilee. In Mark 8 we read of Jesus and his disciples 
escaping the crowd briefly and grabbing the chance to talk. There are 
lots of views of Jesus ‘out there’, but Jesus wants to know what the 
twelve disciples think. Like a shot, Peter says ‘You are the Messiah’ 
(v29). Jesus doesn’t want them telling anyone about it. Why? Because 
the title had connotations of a warrior king, and that is not what Jesus 
has in mind at all. 
So, he begins to speak about his death using his favourite title, Son of 
Man (v31). Peter is having none of it. Dying is not part of the Messiah’s 
job description; surely Jesus has got his wires crossed! Peter thinks to 
put Jesus right and takes him to one side. But, after making sure that all 
the disciples are in earshot, Jesus rebukes Peter in front of them and 
says, in effect, that he’s been infected by the ‘yeast of the Pharisees 
and...Herod’ (see 8 v15) and is doing Satan’s work. God’s reign is not 
built on the bodies of his enemies. 
Jesus’ understanding of his role fuses power and vindication with 
suffering and death. Jesus follows his blunt prediction of his death with 

a meditation on the way of the cross. But the first mention of ‘cross’ is 
ours not his, the one we take up as we follow after him. The disciples 
saw the Messiah’s mission only in terms of glory. But Jesus explains his 
mission in terms of suffering and exaltation; he knew God’s power 
could only be seen through his sacrifice. 
The focus is on the disciples: the way to life is through suffering and 
death. Jesus’ brief prediction of his fate is key to understanding his call 
to discipleship in verses 34-38. The choice is, at least at face value, 
simple: follow the way of the world and you will lose your life; follow 
the way of the cross and you will gain the only life worth having. But 
this is not a private choice; it is of necessity very public. We must 
choose to be on the side of angels or Satan in a very public face-off of 
two kingdoms. And we must talk about it. So, our tongues do need to 
be trained as the prophet’s was, so that what we speak, and how we 
speak will not lead us to shaming the Son of Man.  
 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
Loving God, 
we commit to following you this week 
into corners of the community 
we usually prefer to ignore. 
Help us to pray and speak and act for change. 
Amen. 


