
 For your devotions …   

 
 
 
 
A Prayer for Ourselves & Others 
To all those in need of love: let the love of God be known. 
To a world in need of love: let the love of God be shown. 
To those in need of food: let the love of God be shared. 
By those in need of healing: let the love of God be experienced. 
By those in need of peace: let the love of God be felt. 
By those in need of hope: let the love of God be seen. 
To those in need of joy: let the love of God be sung. 
By those in need of justice: let the love of God be heard. 
By all those in need of love: let the love of God be known. 
Amen. 
 
THE CONNEXION MAGAZINE 
Some of you like to read the Connexion Magazine which is published quarterly. We 
normally received three or four copies which were made available at the back of the 
church. Since Lockdown there has only been one copy sent out. The good news is it 
is available to read online from the Methodist website, using this link: 
the connexion magazine (methodist.org.uk) or 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/the-connexion-magazine/ 
When the page loads, all you have to do is click on the front page of the mag and it 
will open up to read all pages. You can make the page larger by clicking on the + sign 
a few times at the top of the screen. 
The Connexion is a free magazine about the life and work of the Methodist Church, 
bringing together inspirational stories from Methodist people who are passionate 
about sharing God’s love to change lives. 
God calls each person to embrace their Christian vocation and to express this calling 
without reservation. The stories and testimonies in issue 22 “Love This Calling” 
demonstrate the breath-taking breadth and depth of God’s imagination as God calls 
people in so very many and various ways to follow Jesus. 
 
All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website are 
welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01642 714384 or Text on 07837178938. All notices must be received by 
the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
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Minister: Rev Andrew Robinson 
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Stokesley Methodist Church 

 
 

“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples; if you love one another.” (John 
13 v34-35) 
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During these unprecedented times, we have changed the way we ‘go to 
church’ to help to protect ourselves and others. We have put in place 

measures that will enable us to still be part of the worshipping community, at 
home with family, online with friends, coming back together again in Church. 
If you go to the Circuit Website you will find a range of resources available for 

you to use at home which we hope will help you to continue your cycle of 
prayer and worship. 

Today our Morning Worship is at 10.30am & is led by  

Rev Andrew Robinson 

(www.youtube.com/stokesleymethodistchurch/live)  
https://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/news/join-us-at-home.html   

and http://www.facebook.com/stokesleymethodistcircuit/  
 

 
 
 

Today’s flowers are a gift from Gill Elliott 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources: 
Eternal God, We come as one and we come together,  
to draw from the source of your life-giving love,  
to reconnect with one another and with you,  
to listen to your word,  
to meet you in prayer and praise,  
and to learn and grow as your faithful disciples – in Jesus’ name. 
Creator God, 
in you we are all we need to be; 
through you we grow into all that we long to be; 
with you we bear fruits that can be used and shared and multiplied; 
because of you our lives are rich and blessed and fruitful: 
so we praise you in song and silence, today and every day. 
Amen. 

Stay Connected 
Today’s Lectionary Readings: 
Psalm 22 v25-31 (p554) From you comes the theme of my praise … 
John 15 v1-8 (p1083) The Vine and the Branches 

Message from the Church Mouse for EVERYONE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Light a candle on Sunday as a visible symbol of the 
light of life, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Jesus says that he is ‘the true vine’. His Father is the 
vine-grower who removes fruitless branches and 
prunes those that are fruitful so that they might 
produce even more. The disciples are the branches; 
they are to remain part of the vine and expected to 
grow and bear good fruit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It is interesting that Jesus chooses imagery of  
the vine. In the Old Testament the vine is  
sometimes used as a symbol of the Messiah,  
a sign of hope, and sometimes it is used as a  
metaphor for Israel when the people have 
been found lacking in terms of their Godliness;  
when there is a need for change.  
What we read in John chapter 15 is both hopeful whilst making clear that 
we might need to change. It is hopeful because we are reminded that we 
are interconnected with the Spirit of God through our relationship with 
Jesus. The words that spring to mind are the fruits of the Holy Spirit – the 
nine attributes of a person or community living in accord with the Holy 
Spirit, according to chapter 5 of the Epistle to the Galatians: "But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  
Today is Vocations Sunday and we should perhaps be mindful that a 
vocation which is nourished in the life-giving Spirit of God would have 
fruit like this list. However, words like ‘calling’ and ‘vocation’ can scare us 
sometimes, so let’s think of it like this: the primary call of a Christian is to 
follow Jesus, and the journey that emerges from that, for each of us, is 
our own unique vocation. Do you see your journey with Jesus as a 
vocation? Vocations Sunday isn’t just about you and me as individuals and 
our own vocations; it is also about the vocation of the church.  
Being ‘Church’ has certainly changed over the past year. Where is the 
abundant fruit in the life of our church? And what needs to be pruned? As 
we emerge from lockdown, this is the time to ask, what is the vocation of 
our church in the time and the place we find ourselves now? The 
invitation is to look, and to notice where God is at work, where there is 
evidence of the fruit of God’s Spirit. And that’s where we join in. 
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TALE FROM THE GARDEN! 

Common weed, nutritious food, powerful medicine … 
The dandelion’s sunny flowering faces appear all at once. And they are 
EVERYWHERE — pioneers infiltrating cracks in pathways, grassy lawns, well-
tended gardens, abandoned city lots, untended verges, mountain meadows. 
But they are an amazing gift & not just a weedy curse.  
 

 
Much more common than these practical uses, though, are the 
many folklore superstitions that have been attached to dandelions over the 
years. The Dandelion generally symbolizes happiness, joy & youthful 
thoughts & are mostly attributed to positive things. A garden full of golden 
dandelions in bloom can be a gorgeous sight. Dandelions also 
represent perseverance, endurance & determination. It is a symbol of 
overcoming all the difficult challenges that life throws our way. Dandelions 
are very good at adapting to their environments & will thrive just about 
anywhere. Likewise, Dandelions signify health & power. For such a small 
flower, the Dandelion is one of the oldest documented medicinal herbs. 
Dandelions epitomise the power of the rising sun and the ability to rise 
above life’s challenges. Their petals remind us of the rays of the sun as a 
source of life and warmth. More specifically, the yellow flowers resemble the 
sun, the white seeds resemble the moon and the dispersing seeds resemble 
the stars. Finally, the Dandelion symbolizes good wishes, hope & prosperity. 
For most of us, Dandelions are flowers that remind us of our childhood and 
bring back memories of making wishes while blowing the seeds away in the 
wind. 
Today’s Gospel reading includes the words: “If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” (John 
15 v7) We will get whatever we ask for, when we remain in Jesus and His 
words remain in us, because we will be asking in perfect harmony with God’s 
will. In the words of Pinocchio, “When you wish upon a star …” our wish list 
will not be self-serving but God-honouring.  

 

 
 

PLEASE CHECK THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE EVERY WEEK TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE 
WITH THE CIRCUIT PLAN AS THIS MAY BE AMENDED DEPENDING ON 

GOVERNMENT/METHODIST CONNEXION GUIDELINES 
Please note that all the circuit churches have now re-opened for worship & 
you can return to church safely (see the guidelines in these notices). 
We will continue to provide online worship from Stokesley and Gt Ayton for 
those who prefer to worship from home. 

Your Sunday ‘Worship Online’ Services 
This is a time of real uncertainty for everyone and the Church will 
continue to be central to the life of our community in bringing light and 
hope in any way we can. 

It’s simple! Please go to the Circuit Website & click on the  
‘Worship at Home’ Logo: 

 
 
If you want to follow the service at your usual worship time you know that 
you are joining with friends in their homes at the same time. 
This will be followed by our weekly Zoom ‘Feeding Station’ at 11:30am.  
More information can be found on the Circuit Facebook page. 
In addition, each week we are provided with a worship sheet from District 
which you can find on the ‘Worship at Home’ page & which is also available 
to download from the link in these notices. 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21283/2-may-21-worship-if-you-are-
unable-to-attend-church.pdf 

On this page you will find the links to any 
recorded services provided by the ministers or 
local preachers for the coming Sunday. 
Today’s Morning Worship will be streamed live 
from 10.30am on the Stokesley Methodist 
Church YouTube channel (use Google search). 

 

SHOULD YOU NEED ANY ADVICE 
PLEASE CONTACT  

REV ANDREW ROBINSON (TEL: 
01642 710358 / MOB: 07718 

516236) 
 

These flowers have been around for thousands of 
years, and people have grown and used 
dandelions for much of that time. Every part of 
the dandelion has found a unique use. Their 
flowers, leaves, and roots have been used for 
food, medicine, and even dye. 
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Arrangements for 'in-person' services at Stokesley Methodist Church 

 
 Numbers of people attending worship will be limited to help maintain 

safe social distancing. To help address this we will also be ‘streaming’ 
the service live on YouTube as it happens. However, we have a 
capacity to seat up to 55 people so it will no longer be necessary to 
pre-book. 

 In line with legislation, you will need to wear a face covering. 
 We have a list of regular attenders, plus contact details, so it will only 

be necessary to record your name and contact details to support the 
‘track and trace’ initiative & to help control the spread of the virus if 
you are new to church or visiting for the first time. 

 There will be strict ‘one-way’ system in operation and you will need 
to follow the steward’s instructions about how and when you can 
move around the building and where you can sit.  

 When inside the church, visitors must not mingle with anyone outside 
of their household or support bubble. This includes stopping to have a 
chat with friends before or after the service. 

 Unfortunately, we cannot allow any communal singing by the 
congregation. 

 Similarly, all prayers, devotions or meditations will be led by the 
Minister or Local Preacher & it is strongly advised that you follow the 
words in your thoughts rather than out loud. The congregation should 
not participate in any activity that can create aerosols, such as 
chanting & vocalizing. 

 Toilet facilities will be only available for those ‘emergencies’.  
 Refreshments will not be available and, at the close of the service, you 

will need to leave the building immediately following the directions of 
one of the church stewards.  

 Hand sanitising stations are available at the entrance and exit of the 
building.  

Help on the AV desk 
Now that most of the production problems on the AV desk have been 
resolved, the AV team, Billy and Harry, urgently need to widen the 
knowledge so that others can operate the system to ensure we are able to 
live stream each week. The easing of lockdown increases the likelihood that 
we, Billy and Harry, will be permitted to travel to see family which may take 
us out of Stokesley for a week or so at a time.  
If you are able to help, please speak to Harry to arrange for familiarisation 
and training on our system. 
The AV team. 
 

What’s On this Week 
Monday  
3rd May 

2.00pm Nattering & Knitting – Please join us for a ‘chinwag’ 
& to catch-up on all the things we’ve been doing at home! 
Contact Ann Keene (keene.home@yahoo.com ) 
 

Tuesday 
4th May 

Our Tuesday Night Fellowship will be meeting as usual at 
7.00pm (Zoom ID 288 056 7734).  We will have a catch-up 
for an hour and then move into our online Oasis Study 
Group at 8.00pm based on our current Holy Habit.  
Contact Mandy Robinson (mansemum01@gmail.com ) 

Wednesday 
5th May 

‘Hymn-a-Long’ with the Choir at 7.00pm.  
The Zoom ID is 288 056 7734. 

Thursday 
6th May 

 
 

Friday  
7th May 

 
 

 
 

Saturday 
8th May 

10.30am – Coffee Morning with a theme, on Zoom (ID 288 
056 7734). Contact Mandy Robinson 
(mansemum01@gmail.com ) 
11.30am Saturday Quiz 

 

 
 

We hope you will join us in a quiet prayer-
time between 10am-11am from your living 
room. Light a candle & pray your own 
personal prayers. 
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