
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 2nd May 2021  

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
Eternal God, We come as one and we come together,  
to draw from the source of your life-giving love,  
to reconnect with one another and with you,  
to listen to your word,  
to meet you in prayer and praise,  
and to learn and grow as your faithful disciples – in Jesus’ name. 
Creator God, 
in you we are all we need to be; 
through you we grow into all that we long to be; 
with you we bear fruits that can be used and shared and multiplied; 
because of you our lives are rich and blessed and fruitful: 
so we praise you in song and silence, today and every day. 
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 8 v26-40 (p1101) Philip and the Ethiopian 
Psalm 22 v25-31 (p555) From you comes the theme of my praise 
1 John 4 v7-21 (p1227) God’s Love and Ours 
John 15 v1-8 (p1083) The Vine and the Branches 

Stay Connected 
This week our focus explores remaining in the right place to grow. 
Jesus says that he is ‘the true vine’. His Father is the vine-grower who 
removes fruitless branches and prunes those that are fruitful so that 
they might produce even more. The disciples are the branches; they 
are to remain part of the vine and expected to grow and bear good 
fruit. 
How do we ‘remain’ in Jesus? How do we stay always connected to 
Jesus? The metaphor of a growing vine suggests something that is 
active – a way of living, rather than a passive ‘resting’. What does this 
look like in practice? 
In Acts 8, the Ethiopian eunuch is a trusted official in the Ethiopian 
royal court. His high status at home – he is wealthy enough to have his 
own chariot, servant and copy of Isaiah – is not matched in Jerusalem, 
where eunuchs were not well regarded. The eunuch is intrigued by the 
lamb-like figure in the Isaiah scroll & after being in Jerusalem, perhaps 
he sees something of himself in its humiliation (v33). Philip uses the 
passage to introduce him to the gospel of the humiliated yet honoured 
Jesus. The eunuch’s affinity with him in his crucifixion is such that he 
asks to be baptized.  
The Ethiopian eunuch may have been a social and religious outcast in 
the Jerusalem Temple, but now his baptism connects him to the wider 
Jesus community. Were there any who believed in Jesus where he 
lived? Did he become an evangelist among his own people? These are 
tantalising and unanswered questions; but we may assume that his 
faith grew in the strength of his baptism and in the company of the 
Scriptures. 

 



Psalm 22 starts as a lament that has shaped the Gospels’ passion 
narratives. By the end it is full of praise for the God who rules the 
nations. The psalm as a whole is a hope-filled celebration of the God 
who honours the righteous who suffer unjustly. When Jesus screamed 
its opening words from the cross, he revealed his solidarity with such 
sufferers, as he held on to the God who delivers from the darkest of 
places. 
The verses from 1 John 4 are often read at weddings, but their roots lie 
in the hostility of a church divided by its attitudes to Jesus. Is the all-
too-human Jesus really the Son of God? Is Jesus the Son of God 
genuinely human? The Johannine community’s conflicting convictions 
are proving divisive and dangerous. This is why the letter’s insistence 
on what we now call Christian orthodoxy is important. If God is love, 
and God’s love is truly revealed in the genuine humanity of Jesus, we 
can be confident that divine and human love can each mediate 
something of the other (v16). If Jesus is not truly human, we may be 
less sure of this. Orthodox Christian belief is both gracious and ethical. 
Loving God means abiding in Christ-like love that gives the grace to love 
others (v19-21). Whatever their origins, these verses belong wherever 
love is celebrated. 
Jesus’ parable of the true vine described here in John’s Gospel draws 
on Isaiah’s song of the vineyard (Isaiah 5 v1ff), where God’s planting 
symbolises ‘the house of Israel and the people of Judah’. In John’s 
narrative, Jesus speaks these words before his death, but like 
everything he says in chapters 13–17, he has an eye on his later 
followers. John’s audience hears what Jesus says as words of the 
crucified and risen Christ addressing their particular situation, where 
hostility poisoned relationships between the local synagogue and the 
Jesus community. ‘I am the true vine’ has the power to reframe this 
adversity. The world, represented by the local synagogue, may subject 
them to violence, but they are still God’s true planting, the object of his 
tender care and love. The hostility they endure can only sharpen their 
sense of this. The language of ‘abiding’ first appears in John 1 v32, 

where it is used of the Spirit ‘remaining’ (the Greek word is translated 
as ‘abide’, ‘remain’ or ‘stay’) on Jesus from his baptism onwards. And 
then two of the Baptist’s more curious disciples ‘remain’ with Jesus for 
the day (1 v39). So ‘abiding’ speaks of grace and relationship – the flow 
of the ‘greater love’ of the new commandment (John 13 v34; 15 v12-
13) – sustaining disciples in adversity, like fruitful branches on the vine. 
If the vine suffers loss because branches are pruned and then burned, 
this too lies within the vine-grower’s remit to sustain its fruitfulness.  
Like all parables, this one invites further reflection. In the face of all 
that threatens the vine, ‘abiding in love’ is whatever strengthens the 
flow of grace and relationships, without allowing the community to 
become defensive and turn in on itself. Fruitful vines benefit the world 
beyond the vineyard. Christ-like love can absorb and even redeem 
hostility. 
At various point during the coronavirus pandemic we have been 
encouraged, urged, and for a time required, to stay at home. How do 
we ‘stay home’ (abide, remain) with God? The purpose during the 
pandemic was, to quote the UK government’s well repeated slogan, to 
‘protect the NHS’ and ‘save lives’. Jesus’ aim is that we might grow and 
‘bear fruit’, and he says this is not possible unless we remain connected 
with him and each other, like branches on a vine. During lockdown, 
people found new ways to stay connected to one another (e.g. by using 
technology in new ways). Churches found new ways to be and to 
worship together, new ways to ‘stay home’ with God. What have we 
learnt from those experiences that endures? Are there yet more new 
ways of connecting we can explore? 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
As we leave our worship space, 
may we abide with God, grafted and rooted and pruned. 
Lord, help us to stay connected to one another and to you, 
bearing fruit wherever your love takes us. 
Amen. 


