
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 11th April 2021  

        
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
God, whose light shines in the darkness, shine on us today. 
God, made known to those who met Jesus, touch us through the 
experiences of our lives.  
God, who gave Thomas what he asked, give us what we need – that we 
too may come to believe. 
For Jesus’ followers, after that first Easter, life would never be the same 
again. Their new life with the risen Lord was just beginning. 
Let us stir ourselves to remember that we are children of the 
resurrection, and we approach our Lord with senses alert to the new 
life and lessons he has to share with us today. 
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 4 v32-35 (p1096) The Believers Share Their Possessions 
Psalm 133 (p625) How good and pleasant it is when brothers live 
together in unity! 
1 John 1 v1-2 v2 (p1225) The Word of Life/Walking in the Light 
John 20 v19-31 (p1089) Jesus Appears to His Disciples/Jesus Appears to 
Thomas 

Testing Truth 
This week our focus explores how we come to believe. 
The story of ‘doubting Thomas’ is often seen as a negative one – the 
disciple who wouldn’t believe without seeing the risen Jesus – and yet 
he is someone who just wanted to see the evidence for himself. It 
would have been easy for Thomas to go along with his friends who had 
already seen Jesus, but Thomas wanted to experience it for himself in 
order to believe. The meeting with Jesus provides him with the chance 
to test the truth for himself. 
In the age of social media and fake news, what helps us to believe in 
something? Is it knowing where it comes from, personal experience, 
physical evidence?  
In Acts 4, Luke’s cameo of the Jerusalem community of believers shows 
how common ownership provided the economic base for a 
redistribution of resources that addressed the concerns of the poor. 
But this was built on stronger foundations than ideology: the believers’ 
‘one heart and soul’, the power of the apostles’ testimony, and most 
important of all, ‘the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ’ that released 
God’s ‘great grace’. The Jerusalem community demonstrated what 
contemporary Christians call orthopraxis, ‘right action’. This 
complements orthodoxy (literally, ‘right glory’), often understood as 
‘right belief’. The criterion of ‘right action’ is Jesus himself, anointed by 
God’s Spirit and vindicated by God’s raising him from the dead. In these 
early chapters of Acts, Luke stresses the consistency between the 
practice of the anointed and resurrected Jesus and that of the Spirit-
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“My Lord and my 
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filled Jerusalem community that testifies to his resurrection. In this, 
Jesus and those who believe in him are ‘one heart and soul’. 
 Psalm 113, a beautiful wisdom psalm, comes from the period of 
rebuilding that followed Israel’s return from exile, & it has a single 
theme: God’s people as a whole will be blessed in these testing times if 
they live in unity. Oil and dew are symbols of God’s blessing for all 
Israel – represented by the high priest Aaron – and the whole land, 
spanned by the mountains of Hermon in the north and Zion in the 
south. Oil and dew flow downwards, to symbolise the movement of 
grace from heaven to earth onto a united people. 
1 John 1v1-2v 2 talks about light and life, sin and forgiveness, going 
beyond exalted ideas and fine words. Their reality is tested by their 
impact on the common life of a community that owes its allegiance to 
Jesus. The origins of its life lie in fundamental beginnings, while the 
repeated ‘we’ suggests a tradition with roots in the first followers of 
Jesus. What was revealed to them – ‘fellowship…with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ’ (v3) – was reproduced among them, and now 
through them, by nothing less than the light of God. This short letter 
insists throughout on the practice of reconciliation as the hallmark of 
divine truth. This opening passage sets the tone, with its emphasis on 
the need to ‘live by the truth’ (v6). Fellowship with God translates into 
fellowship with each other when people are reconciled by the 
overflowing grace of ‘the atoning sacrifice’ of ‘Jesus Christ the 
Righteous One’ (2 v1-2). 
If the account in John 20 reveals the experience of the earliest disciples, 
it also reflects the struggles of the evangelist’s audience: a community 
of believers in Jesus whose relationships with their local synagogue are 
proving painful. Here truth is being contested. Some, maybe most, in 
the synagogue consider any claim that Jesus reveals God’s truth as 
disqualified by his shameful crucifixion. A story that starts with the 
evidence of a woman is, to them, hardly robust enough to rescind their 
conclusions. 
  

The truth told by Jesus’ followers is tested by such hostility. How does 
it prove its integrity? Thomas’ experience suggests that believers aren’t 
so gullible as to accept it without question. He is often nicknamed 
‘Doubting Thomas’ as if he were in two minds. But the story suggests 
that he wants to test what he is told. What starts with Mary 
Magdalene’s startling announcement is amplified by the others in their 
report to the absentee Thomas. To his credit, he is not so naive as to go 
with the majority. He wants to know for himself that he really can trust 
what the rest now believe. 
Thomas comes to that moment through a process of testing that holds 
together the experiences of his friends, his own honest uncertainties, 
the chance to discuss these with them, and his willingness to 
reconsider his initial conclusions in the light of fresh experience. 
Thomas is convinced; in the end he has no need to touch. But the story 
as a whole suggests that testing the truth of Jesus involves something 
more. In the fierce heat of hostility, it has to prove its power to 
reconcile and renew (v21-23). Here inner convictions are matched by 
relationships that ring true to the ‘greater love’ of Jesus (John 15 v12-
13), which is never more obviously displayed than in the wounds he 
continues to carry. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
Father, your Son Jesus did not reject Thomas.  
Help us to value questions and questioners, and not to reject either 
when they are awkward;  
to discern what kind of evidence is appropriate and trustworthy in 
different situations;  
and to have the courage ourselves to be questioners and seekers of 
truth. 
Amen. 


