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For your devotions  
A Prayer for Others 
God of one and God of all, we pray:  
for those who don’t know who they are, who can’t understand themselves or 
their place in society;  
for those who don’t ‘fit in’, who are or seem to be different;  
for those who don’t know where they come from, their heritage or home, 
their family or bloodline;  
for those who feel lost and isolated, confused and afraid, rudderless or 
homeless, strangers in a strange land;  
for those who wish they were someone else, or somewhere else, in some 
other time and place;  
In your great mercy, Lord, hear our prayers and grant surer journeys for them 
all. 
Amen 
 
All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website 
are welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com 
or telephone 01642 714384 or Text on 07837178938. All notices must be 
received by the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
Please be aware that what is printed in the notices will now be posted onto 
our website, which is open to the public. If there is anything sensitive that 
should not be placed onto this public space, please phrase your notices 
carefully or let us know that it is for print only. The notices are taken off the 
website at the end of each month and do not include personal details unless 
part of an “advert”. 
 
Alison Dumphy-Brook, Circuit Support Manager for Stokesley Methodist 
Circuit (a.dumphybrook@gmail.com or mobile 07717 503761). 
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“A new commandment I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples; if you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35) 
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During these unprecedented times, we have changed the way we ‘go to 
church’ to help to protect ourselves and others. We have put in place 

measures that will enable us to still be part of the worshipping community, at 
home with family, online with friends, coming back together again in Church.  
If you go to the Circuit Website you will find a range of resources available for 

you to use at home which we hope will help you to continue your cycle of 
prayer and worship. 

Due to the latest government restrictions the Open Air Circuit Service 
planned for today has been cancelled.  

Worship Services will take place at Great Ayton & Hutton Rudby. 
This week’s worship in the Circuit is led by Rev Andrew Robinson,  

Rev Neil Harris & Peter Jackson.  
https://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/news/join-us-at-home.html  

and http://www.facebook.com/stokesleymethodistcircuit/  
 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
Creator God, who calls us to follow, we are on journeys, individual journeys 
and shared journeys, experiences that are ours alone and ours together. 
Guide us on our journey this day and help us to keep our eyes on the goal. 
Lord God, as we journey towards the goal you set before us, we see glimpses 
of who you are, often too deep and unimaginable to grasp fully the depth of 
your being. What we see and feel spurs us on in our journey to discover more 
of you. Amen. 

Reaching For The Goal 

Today’s Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 5 v1-7 (p689) The Song of the Vineyard 
Psalm 80 v7-15 (p593) You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the 
nations & you planted it. 
Philippians 3 v4b-14 (p1180) No Confidence in the Flesh/Pressing on Towards 
the Goal 
Matthew 21 v33-46 (p990) The Parable of the Tenants 

Message from the Church Mouse for EVERYONE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Methodist Church is more than its buildings and 
we can continue our life as Methodists without using 

our buildings. 
Light a candle on Sunday as a visible symbol of the 

light of life, Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Have you ever tried to learn something new 
and found it difficult? How about when you 
were quite young and were learning to tie your 
shoes? That’s a difficult task for tiny hands. I 
can imagine that you had to try over and over 
again to tie a strong bow that wouldn’t slip! 

As a young adult I wanted to learn how to knit.  
I had to learn how to put stitches on the needles,  
how to read directions, and how to make those  
directions become a knitted hat or scarf or sweater.  
Sometimes (many times!) I would make a mistake  
and end up with a hole in my knitting where none should be. 
In today’s reading from Philippians, the apostle, Paul talks about learning 
how to become a good Christian. He found it difficult and said he was not 
“perfect,” but he “pressed on”. 
Paul’s change of identity from a Pharisee to a follower of Christ would 
have been life changing. He says that he is ‘forgetting what lies behind’. 
This is not easy: being able to forget things is hard to do, even if it affects 
our attitude as we go forward. To learn something new we need to learn 
from our mistakes, then leave them behind, and keep trying to improve 
and move ahead. Whether it is learning to tie your shoes, learning to knit, 
learning how to spell new words, learning how to ride a bike, learning 
how to be kind, learning how to share (read the Parable of the Tenants), 
be positive and keep working toward your goal. 
Rather than looking to the past, Paul speaks here of ‘straining forward’, of 
pressing on to reach his objective – ‘to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me.’; it is clear that he knows his calling. Knowing your 
path and the decisions you make to stay on that path help you to know 
who you are in Christ and where you are headed.  
Not one of us is perfect. We are all trying to be the people God intends 
for us to be. The Bible reminds us that this will be a heavenly prize which 
‘will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.’ 
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SHOULD YOU NEED ANY ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT  
REV ANDREW ROBINSON (TEL: 01642 710358 / MOB: 07718 516236) 

PLEASE CHECK THE CIRCUIT WEBSITE EVERY WEEK TO KEEP UP-TO-DATE 
WITH THE CIRCUIT PLAN AS THIS MAY BE AMENDED DEPENDING ON 

GOVERNMENT/METHODIST CONNEXION GUIDELINES 

This morning our Sunday Worship from Stokesley  

will be available online. 

On Sunday 11th October we will be having two Communion 

Services, one at 9.00am & then at 10.30am. 

Please remember that the number of people able to attend are limited to the 
number of people we can safely contain within the worship space.  

We are continuing to follow the recommendations for maintaining a safe & 
comfortable environment for our worship time. 

The basic rules are: 

 Please stay at home if you are showing symptoms of COVID-19.  

 Please wear a face mask to safeguard yourself & others.  

 Please enter by the front door so that we can record your name & 
contact number for ‘track & trace’ purposes. The side gate is exit only 
or for disabled access. If you do need to enter by the side gate, please 
make yourself known to the steward at the front door first. 

 Please use the hand sanitiser as you enter & leave the church. 

 Only people from the same Household or Support Bubble may sit 
together, while continuing to practice social distancing. 

Anyone wanting to come and worship in church will be most welcome.  
However, for our services on the 11th October, it would be helpful if you 
could book your place with Allison Dumphy-Brook (see contact details 
above) or Rev Andrew, so that we can keep an eye on numbers & seating 
arrangements. 

Your Sunday ‘Worship Online’ Services 
It’s simple! Please go to the Circuit Website & click on the  

‘Worship at Home’ Logo: 

 
 
 
 
If you want to follow the service at your usual worship time you know that 
you are joining with friends in their homes at the same time. 
After a short comfort break (usually approx 15 mins) & time to make yourself 
a cuppa, we’ll be meeting online for our weekly Zoom ‘Feeding Station’ at 
11:30am. If anyone is interested in joining us, please get in touch for the 
joining details and to receive a PDF copy of the material for each session (it 
will be mailed out too). 
Morning worship at Great Ayton Methodist Church will also be streamed on 
its YouTube channel on Sunday 4th October at 10.30 am. 
More information can be found on the Circuit Facebook page. 
In addition, each week we are provided with a worship sheet from District 
which you can find on the ‘Worship at Home’ page & which is also available 
to download from the link in these notices. 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/18749/4-october-worship-if-you-are-
unable-to-attend-church.pdf 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/18747/4-october-harvest-worship-if-
you-are-unable-to-attend-church.pdf 
If you would like to bring your prayer requests – prayers of concerns, prayers 
of thanks, or anything in between – to the Prayer Wall on the Circuit Website, 
please use our designated email address 
(stokesleymethodistprayers@gmail.com ). If Andrew is able, he will write out 
all the prayers & hang them on our prayer tree in the church. All prayers will 
be anonymised unless we are given permission to share details. 

 

On this page you will find the links to any 
recorded services provided by the ministers or 
local preachers for the coming Sunday. 
Rev Andrew will be streaming his morning 
worship on Sunday at 10.15am on 
the Stokesley Methodist Church YouTube 
channel (use Google search). 
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The Food Bank 
While we are facing increasingly challenging times, let’s not forget others 
facing difficulties in our community. Please continue to donate any non-
perishable food & toiletries, but while the church is closed, you can use the 
Food Bank collection points in the Co-Op stores. Many thanks. 
 

 What’s On This Week 
Monday  

5th October 
Nattering & Knitting at 2.00pm – Please join us for a 
‘chinwag’ & to catch-up on all the ‘creative’ things we’ve 
been doing at home! Contact Ann Keene 
(keene.home@yahoo.com ) 

Tuesday 
6th October 

Our Tuesday Night Fellowship will be meeting as usual at 
7.00pm (Zoom ID 288 056 7734).  We will have a catch-up 
for an hour and then move into our online Oasis Study 
Group at 8.00pm based on our current Holy Habit of 
Gladness & Generosity. Contact Mandy Robinson 
(mansemum01@gmail.com ) 

Wednesday 
7th October 

‘Hymn-a-Long’ with the Choir at 7.00pm. If you would like to 
join in, please let Helen know (tel: 710630). The Zoom ID is 
288 056 7734. 

Thursday 
8th October 

 

Friday  
9th October 

10.00am – Online Prayer Group with Rev Andrew. If you 
want to join in contact Andrew (revandrewr@gmail.com ) 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday 
10th 

October 

10.30am – Coffee Morning with a theme, on Zoom (ID 288 
056 7734). Contact Mandy Robinson 
(mansemum01@gmail.com ) 
Today’s quiz theme is to be decided. 
 

It’s a Gardener’s World! 
We are blessed to have farmers who work the soil, plant and tend the crops, 
harvest fruits and vegetables and ship beautiful produce to our markets for 
our health and enjoyment. Today’s parable tells the story about a landowner 
who planted a vineyard & asked the tenants to take care of the plants. The 
landowner expected that at harvest time he would receive the ‘fruits’ from 
his fields from the tenants. The tenants grew grapes, but they did not want to 
share what they had grown. 
At this time of year there are few vines that are as exquisitely coloured as the 
good old Virginia Creeper. It’s a vigorous grower & it can carpet whole walls, 
turning them into a vision of scarlet and russet, lime green and gold, before 
the leaves drop off and everything returns to normal. There’s a wonderful 
blanket of this spectacular plant alongside the NFU Insurance building, on the 
path leading from College Square to Northfield Drive.  
 

    
But why do plants climb at all? The great advantage of being a climber is that 
you don’t have to waste a lot of energy growing a structural support such as a 
trunk – you can find a tree that’s already done all the work (or a rock or 
telegraph pole or wall) and use that as a way of accessing light and keeping 
your tender growing shoots out of the way of passing herbivores.  
Jesus tells us the ‘Parable of the Tenants’ to help us to ‘see the light’ – to 
understand that, like the landowner, God has trusted us with something 
special – his Kingdom on Earth. He is looking for us to “give back” to him the 
important things we do with our lives - our loving, our sharing and helping. 
May we be good stewards of his Kingdom & live lives that might be pleasing 
to Him.  

 

10am-11am - Open Church for Private 
Prayer: A time for quiet personal prayer, you 
can pop in for a few minutes, or stay for a bit 
longer if you wish - there will be a reflective 
meditation on the screen for you to view 
should you wish to use it for your devotions. 
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