
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 10th May 2020 

The Way, The Truth & The Life 

 
 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
Dear Lord, as we gather in your name, 
listen to us and bring us peace; 
be our rock and our refuge, that we may be made strong; 
let your face shine upon us, that we may show your love. 
Amen. 
 
 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 7 v55-60 (p1100) The Stoning of Stephen 
Psalm 31 v1-5, 15-16 (p559) In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge 
1 Peter 2 v2-10 (p1218) The Living Stone and a Chosen People 
John 14 v1-14 (p1082) Jesus Comforts His Disciples/Jesus the Way 
to the Father 
 

I Am The Way 
This week our focus is on Jesus explaining to his disciples how he 
will remain with them. 
Jesus reassures his disciples that they will be with him. He explains 
that he is the way, the truth and the life and that anyone who has 
seen him has seen the Father. He promises that he will do 
anything asked in his name. 
In Acts, Stephen has just finished a controversial speech, his 
‘defence’ against the charge that he had been maligning Moses, 
the Law and the Temple. 
In fact, it was an unapologetic walk-through of Jewish history from 
Abraham to Moses, concluding with the accusation: ‘You stiff-
necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever 
opposing the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 7 v51). The High Priest and the 
leaders of the Council were already grinding their teeth at 
Stephen. Now, the idea that this man should be granted a glimpse 
of heaven, and that this divine vision should include Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God, is just too much. They lose 
control and rush at Stephen. No doubt they felt that stoning was a 
fitting punishment for what they presumed was blasphemy. It 
seems likely that the Jewish authorities did not have the power for 
judicial killings under Roman rule, but the Romans probably 
ignored stonings that were ‘local religious troubles’ (cf. John 8.5). 

 



Notice how Stephen’s vision of glory also prompts him to pray for 
forgiveness for his murderers. 
The passage from 1 Peter has two images: the newborn craving 
milk, and stones built together around a chief cornerstone. The 
first image stresses not only the desire to be nourished by God, 
but also a return to simplicity – a life without malice, guile, 
insincerity, envy or slander (1 Peter 2 v1); a life that resembles 
being a baby born anew into a new family (1 Peter 1 v3,23). The 
image of the stone is used with quotations from Isaiah (8 v14-15; 
28 v16) and Psalm 118 v22. These passages talk of a firm rock in 
the midst of storm and flood, and the power of God to lay this key 
stone even during war, and the overturning of every kind of 
security. God lays a stone that is rock solid – safe for those who 
seek it, a danger to those who rebel against it. Note how coming 
to Jesus – the living stone – leads to being built together into a 
spiritual house and that this becomes a place of worship. So, this 
spiritual journey is not just a personal one, but communal, and it is 
not just for in-house satisfaction but to establish a holy priesthood 
facing outwards towards the world. 
We may be so used to hearing these verses from John 14 read at 
funerals that it can be hard to remember that ‘I go and prepare a 
place for you’ has a wider meaning. Jesus is speaking to his 
disciples before his death. He explains that he and the Father are 
joined in a close relationship to one another (John 14 v10-11), so 
close that whoever has seen Jesus has seen the Father (14 v9). 
This is why Jesus can assure the disciples that they will not be left 
abandoned and that he himself is the way which they need to 
travel – he is both the means and the route. A fuller life awaits 
them: ‘I am the way, and the truth and the life,’ he declares. He is 
life itself, even in the face of his own approaching death. He is 
truth – the most complete and accurate truth, truth that he 

promised would, by its very nature, set them free. And he is the 
way – the way for them to be fully united with God, and the way 
that they need to journey, in order to serve God. No wonder he 
can promise, ‘I will come again and take you to myself.’ This is a 
promise of unity with him within this life, not just after death. 
Jesus is commissioning his disciples for service. He speaks to them 
about praying and believing and doing even greater works than he 
has done. He describes his return to the Father not as a separation 
from the disciples but the way in which their relationship with 
God will be even clearer and stronger, when they are drawn up 
into the love between the Father and the Son. 
The links between the readings 
There is a theme here of being joined to God in the close bond of 
an unbreakable relationship. Stephen sees heaven opened and 
prays as he dies. 1 Peter speaks about believers being built 
together like living stones. Jesus assures his disciples that he is the 
way for them and that they will be united with him. In every case, 
this bond is to overflow in prayer, worship and service to benefit 
others. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
May God bless you, guide you and direct you. 
May God bless you, give you strength and the assurance of his 
love. 
May God bless you and fill your life with his presence – 
today and always. 
Amen 


