
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th January 2020 

Covenant Service & Food Bank Sunday 

9.00am Filling Station 

10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Andrew Robinson,  

including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

6.00pm Evening Worship at Town Close led by Ron Kirk 
 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Come and worship Jesus your king, who receives all that you are and 
blesses all you can be; who brings hope where there has been 
disappointment, and joy where there has been downheartedness. 
Come and worship Jesus your king and sing your songs of praise. 
As rain falls on early crops and brings them life, so may the grace of 
God fall on us. As a shower that falls and waters the earth, so may the 
love of God refresh us. And as we gather in the name of Jesus, our 
Saviour and king, so may the wonder of God inspire us today. 
Loving Jesus, we are not wise like those who came to your stable. 
We do not have gold, or expensive gifts. We have not seen a star or 
met with a king. But, Lord Jesus, we bring you the best of all we have, 
and we ask that you will bless us, encourage us and help us to be your 
people in your world today, to your glory. Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 60 v1-6 (p746) The Glory of Zion 
Psalm 72 v1-7, 10-14 (p585)  
Ephesians 3 v1-12 (p1174) Paul the Preacher to the Gentiles 
Matthew 2 v1-12 (p966) The Visit of the Magi 
 

Overwhelmed with Joy 
This week our focus is on different responses to a new king. Wise men 
follow a star, which leads them to Jerusalem and Herod’s court. They 
are advised to proceed to Bethlehem where they find a baby boy. They 
are ‘overwhelmed with joy’ and present gifts before leaving ‘by another 
road’. 
When you think of treasure what comes to mind? Kings and queens 
who live in castles and are very rich? Perhaps you remember stories of 
pirates, how they hide their treasure chests so others cannot take their 
treasure from them. 
And how about those imaginary creatures, dragons? Although they are 
not real it is fun to read about the winged creatures that breathe fire 
out of their mouths. They are often found in a cave guarding a pile of 
gold coins and jewels. 
In the reading from Ephesians, the apostle Paul talks about treasure. He 
worked with new Christians, people who had just accepted the love of 
God, and he felt blessed to be able to bring them “the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ.” 
The word, “boundless” means that something has no limit or no end. 
Paul teaches us that God’s love is rich and boundless; it is a treasure. 
We don’t have to hide it as pirates do, or guard it like a dragon. We 
don’t have to worry about it being taken from us. God’s love is offered 
to each one of us and this is our treasure that has no limit, no end. 
When you read about kings and queens, pirates and dragons, and look 
at pictures of shiny gold pieces and sparkling jewels, remember the 

 



treasure of God’s love. It is always with you and offers you beauty, 
peace and eternal life. 
Have you ever sat outside with a friend or your family and watched as 
the sky begins to darken, to see who could spot the first star? You must 
watch closely to be the one to see the first star appear. Soon after, 
many stars are twinkling in the sky. In fact, there are billions of stars in 
our galaxy. 
Have you ever thought about what makes a star twinkle? A star sends 
out a straight beam of light, but movement in the air changes the path 
of the light, and causes the star to twinkle. 
It is a special treat to sit outside at night and look at stars. Stars appear 
to be white, but if you look closely you will see that some stars are 
blue, yellow and red. And, some stars are very bright. There is one very 
bright star, the North Star, which guides travellers and sailors so they 
will always know in what direction they are going. Perhaps your parents 
or a friend can help you find the Big Dipper in the night sky. It looks like 
a large pan with a handle. The two stars at the front of the pan, 
opposite the handle, point directly to the North Star. 
At the time Jesus was born there was also a guiding star. It was said to 
be very bright and it marked the place of Jesus’ birth. Wise men or 
Magi from the east watched and followed the star ahead of them until 
they came to the place where the child, Jesus, and his parents, Mary & 
Joseph were staying. They opened up treasure chests, giving Jesus gifts 
and worshipping him. 
As we enjoy the stars in the night sky we can think about guiding stars 
and how following the teachings of Jesus guides our lives in the right 
direction. 
Think about how it feels when suddenly you have a good idea pop into 
your head. Perhaps you have had the experience of struggling to 
understand or learn how do to something you found very difficult, then 
suddenly it all becomes clear to you. It is as though a light turns on in 
your brain and makes everything clear. 

Sometimes we see the same image illustrated in cartoons. It could be 
Charlie Brown, Snoopy, or Scooby-Doo, appearing surprised, a light 
bulb sketched above their head. It is a symbol that means “I’ve got it! I 
know what to do!” Some call that a “light bulb moment.”  
When Jesus was born, the wise men or Magi, as they are called, had 
very holy light bulb moments. They saw a star rising and knew that 
special star would lead them to Jesus, The Son of God. They followed 
that star “until it came and stood over where the young child was”. 
The Bible tells us that the wise men “rejoiced with exceedingly great 
joy” (Matthew 2 v10) and they knelt down by the baby showing respect 
to The Son of God. They gave him gifts. 
When they were ready to return to their own country they were 
warned in a dream to go back taking a different road because Herod, 
who was the king at that time, meant to harm the baby Jesus. The wise 
men stayed away from Herod and did not tell him where they had 
found Jesus. 
These light bulb moments that the wise men had were holy, given by 
God who gave them the knowledge to first find Jesus and then protect 
him. They worshipped Jesus because it was clear to them that the child 
had been sent from God and was holy. 
This week we celebrate Epiphany, the time when the wise men 
followed the light of a star and the whole world suddenly knew that 
God was present with us on earth. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer:  
May the humility of Christ’s birth empower you, 
the faithfulness of the wise men guide you, 
the generosity of their gifts inspire you; 
and may the light of Christ shine within you 
and go before you, today and every day. 
Amen. 


