
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th September 2019 

9.00am ‘The Filling Station’ 
10.30am Morning Worship led by Arthur Noble 

including the presentation of cheques to our two chosen charities, 
RNIB & Macmillan Cancer Care 

12 noon Sunday Lunch  
6.00pm Evening Worship at Town Close led by Helen Weighell 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Come, worship the Lord in fellowship with one another. 
We come together as his children in this place. 
God the care-taker, your children come before you: enfold us 
safely. God the note-taker, we come to be counted: let our 
presence count. God the risk-taker, seek those of us who have 
gone astray: help us to do likewise. 
And at the end of this service, go and be God’s care-takers; take 
care of his flock.  
Go and be God’s risk-takers; seek out the lost. 
And may his presence surround you, his grace grant you courage,  
and his Spirit guide you. 
Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Exodus 32 v7-14 The Golden Calf 
Psalm 51 v1-10 Everlasting Salvation for Zion 
1 Timothy 1 v12-17 The Lord’s Grace to Paul 
Luke 15 v1-10 The Parable of the Lost Sheep/The Parable of the 
Lost Coin 

Everyone Matters 
This week our focus is on noticing the missing & taking risks to 
restore God’s community. 
Jesus tells two parables that explore themes of loss: one about a 
shepherd going in search of his lost sheep, the other about a 
woman who cleans her house until she finds a lost coin. 
But first to Exodus. As he communes with God at the top of 
Mount Sinai, Moses, the great leader and prophet of God’s 
people, argues for the lives of the Hebrews. 
Moses has been away from the people for so long that they have 
asked Aaron to create a golden calf to act as an idol, a focus for 
their prayers. God is furious with his people’s unfaithful 
behaviour, and Moses uses a mixture of cunning and intelligence 
to talk God down from his wrath. If this comes across as rather 
like a pantomime, it is. However, there is a deep power and 
honesty when Moses reminds God of the covenant. He dares to 
remind God to ‘remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel’. God is 
called back to the deep bond of relationship. Moses calls God back 
to himself: that his defining characteristic is loving faithfulness. 
Moses thereby underlines both how far short we fall in this 
relationship, and how we are meant to be: not making idols for 
ourselves, but loving God with everything we have. 
In many modern forms of Christianity – especially those shaped 
around a middle-class morality – ‘sin’ and ‘sinfulness’ is often seen 

 



as personal failing or an immoral act. When we read the line, 
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’, we might 
picture this as Jesus saving individuals from their moral failings. 
While there is truth in that claim, it is worth remembering that in 
both Jewish culture and the early Christian contexts, ‘sin’ is less 
about moral failings and more about what breaks relationships 
within the community and therefore separates us from God. For 
example, when the writer of 1 Timothy talks about being a 
‘blasphemer’ he is not talking about ‘swearing’ (as we might think) 
but about a violent work of separation. It would be like someone 
saying they want to kill God. When we put it in these terms, we 
can begin to appreciate the scale of grace and forgiveness the 
writer receives. In his honest confession, he finds the abundance 
of God’s love. 
In the gospel reading, these are two of Luke’s most striking 
parables, often overshadowed by the parable of the ‘lost son’, 
which follows them. They are so familiar that we may need to see 
them with fresh eyes. We can do this if, for once, we set aside the 
introduction and the closing sentences of each parable. This 
allows us to see that there is no mention of sinners in the parable 
of the ‘lost sheep’. Indeed, while we often think of this parable as 
being about God saving ‘outcasts’, it makes no sense to think of a 
sheep as an outcast. Sheep do not ‘sin’. At most they wander off. 
For Jesus’ largely peasant audience, to have 100 sheep would be 
extraordinary. His audience might wonder how someone could 
have so many and yet still notice the 1 per cent loss. So, perhaps, 
one way of reading this parable is as an invitation to be attentive 
to the smallest details. Who are the 1 per cent in our community 
we might take note of and seek out? Equally, Jesus’ audience 
would have been stunned at the wealth of the woman in the 
second parable: 10 silver coins! She was so wealthy, why would 

she even notice the lost coin? Yet she finds it and celebrates with 
her female neighbours. Once again, Jesus explodes our ideas 
about God. Here we find a picture of God who is like a wealthy 
woman who is so delighted in finding what is lost that she shares 
her abundance with her neighbours. 
The links between the readings: 
Moses, in the midst of God’s threat to destroy the people of God, 
reminds the Lord that even when people let him down, he has 
promised to be faithful. God has committed to everyone in the 
community, no matter how wicked. The writer of 1 Timothy 
reminds his readers that God’s faithful love is still being offered to 
sinners in the here and now. And Jesus invites us to enter 
imaginatively into stories that model that truth: God’s love is for 
all, and he shall seek us out no matter how little we think he will 
notice us. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer:  
Go now and be God’s care-takers; take care of his flock. 
Go now and be God’s risk-takers; seek out the lost. 
And may his presence surround you, 
his grace grant you courage, 
and his Spirit guide you. 
Amen. 


