
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st September 2019 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Andrew Robinson,  
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

6.00pm Evening Worship at Town Close  
led by Rev Andrew Robinson (HC) 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Amen. 

Lord, as we gather here, we remember that it is your house to which we have 
been invited. Help us to imagine not pews or rows of chairs, but a table laden 
with good things; and you bidding us to take our places. The temptation to 
seize the best seats is strong, but we remember our manners and we hold 
back. We await your continuing grace, Lord. We await your beckoning and 
invitation to proceed. It is more than enough that we are here, and we thank 
you. 
Lord God, you are the host here and we are your guests. We come in the 
knowledge of your welcome, to feast upon the riches of your Word. Yet we 
are also hosts to one another. Help us to welcome each other with joy and 
kindness, especially any who may be new among us – wondering what we are 
like. In the grace of your invitation to us, help us to extend the hand of 
friendship to all around us.  

Amen 

Lectionary Readings: 
Psalm 112 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright 
Hebrews 13 v1-8, 15-16 Concluding Exhortations 
Luke 14 v1, 7-14 Jesus at a Pharisee’s House 
 

God’s Hospitality 
This week our focus is on receiving the gift of God’s hospitality and on 
being a community of welcome and inclusion. 
While eating a meal with a leader of the Pharisees, Jesus notices guests 
who choose the places of honour. He tells a parable in which the host 
of a wedding banquet embarrasses some guests by asking them to 
move so that the places of honour can be given to those more 
deserving. 
For many years, it was believed that the Letter to the Hebrews was 
written by Paul. However, the scholarly consensus is that its authorship 
is unknown. Whoever wrote it, this letter to Jewish Christians is a 
masterwork that brings out Jesus’ status as God’s Son and ‘great high 
priest’ with creative genius. Yet, as the passage from Hebrews 13 
shows, it is also tender and personal. The writer asks his readers to 
show ‘mutual love’ and asserts the need for hospitality to strangers. In 
a context where the readers may have faced persecution or pressure to 
give up their faith, it is moving. To show hospitality is a deep Jewish 
virtue, and as they faced stress, perhaps these Jewish Christians had 
become more inward-looking. The letter writer desired that the 
Hebrews remain faithful to one thing: Jesus Christ, who as Son of God 
and great high priest is ‘the same yesterday and today and for ever’. 
Here, the cosmic meets the realities of people’s lives and challenges 
them to model God’s generous hospitality. 
  
When we read the passage from Luke’s Gospel, we might be inclined to 
treat Jesus’ apparent explanation of the parable – that all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

 



exalted – as the only way of reading it. However, like all parables, it 
allows other interpretations. If we consider it without the explanation, 
we see that this ‘wedding banquet’ story leaves the guests entirely in 
the hands of their host. It is in the host’s gift to decide our place. This 
challenges ideas of ‘earning’ our just deserts – the belief that if we do 
good, or are wealthy and so on, we shall be placed in the seat of 
honour. If this parable is about God and his kingdom, it is a reminder 
that we are always utterly dependent on his generosity, not our 
presumed value. This idea might have disturbed Jesus’ followers, 
whose world was bound up in complex, personal and cultural 
relationships, in which family, friendship and relatives took priority 
over relationships with the stranger. Jesus disrupts this picture. In 
claiming that those with lesser claims on us – the poor and so on – 
should be invited to the banquet, Jesus reminds his audience that we 
are called to be like God. Just as we can never repay God’s abundant 
gifts to us, we should model community that offers what we have to 
those who can never pay us back in kind. 
The readings all focus on the truth that God is our true community; 
without him we are not able to be the community we are called to be. 
This is underlined in the letter to the hard-pressed Hebrews. They must 
never forget that they are called to be hospitable because God is the 
true host. Jesus draws these ideas together with genius, challenging his 
audience with a story that reminds them that all we have is from God. 
And more than that: that we show God’s hospitality by the way we 
share what we have with others. 
Sitting around a table together and sharing food is an important part of 
the day. It is a time not only to eat, but to talk. We can talk about the 
happenings of our day and listen to what others have to say. Our time 
at the table, whether it be in the school cafeteria with friends or at 
home with family, is most pleasant if everyone has good table 
manners. We learn from our parents that we should sit up straight, 
chew with our mouth closed, use a napkin, and avoid putting our 

elbows on the table. Can you think of other things? In our country 
these manners are a part of our dining customs. 
People in other countries have different dining customs. In the Sudan, a 
region of Africa, people sit on pillows around a low table and the host 
pours water from a pitcher over the guest’s hands into a basin. The 
guest is offered a small glass of fruit juice as a welcome. 
In China and Japan people use chopsticks rather than a fork to lift food 
to their mouth. 
In Spain and Mexico some people take siestas following the midday 
meal. It is a time when they rest and perhaps take a nap. 
In a Korean home it is customary for the eldest person to eat first. 
The people of Argentina dine late in the evening, about nine o’clock. 
In ancient Greece people reclined when they ate. 
As you can see, there are many different dining customs. At the time 
Jesus was on earth there were also specific dining customs and Jesus 
used those customs to teach about the kingdom of heaven. In those 
days, as there is now, there was a special place at the table for the 
guest of honour. Many people, then and now, want to sit in the place 
of honour. It is similar to wanting to be first in line or having the best 
seats at a concert. 
Jesus taught that in the kingdom of heaven the order is reversed. Those 
people who have reverence for God and are humble will have the place 
of honour. He said, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted”. 
Being first is not always best. The lesson Jesus taught reminds us to 
think of others and remember that, above all, God should have first 
place in our lives. 

  
A Sending Out Prayer:  
As we have received, so let us give; 
go and share God’s love in word and in deed, 
enabled by his saving grace in our lives.  

Amen. 


