
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 7th July 2019  

Food Bank Sunday 

10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Andrew Robinson,  
including the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

6.00pm Evening Worship at Town Close  
led by Rev Andrew Robinson (HC) 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Amen. 

As a family of faith, we gather together,  
new creations in Christ,  
united in praise and worship of our Lord and Saviour,  
who blesses us and does not let our feet slip. 
Lord God, we draw near with joy  
to drink deeply of your loving abundance;  
rejoicing in your love that comforts and satisfies.  
Your hand is always with your servants.  
Lord, remove our blinkers of selfish pride, that we may see the 
needs of others and sow with compassion your strength, love and 
peace as we journey in step with your Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 

Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 66 v10-14 Judgement and Hope 
Psalm 66 v1-9 He has preserved our lives and kept our feet from 
slipping 
Galatians 6 v(1-6), 7-16 Doing Good to All 
Luke 10 v1-11, 16-20 Jesus Sends Out His Seventy-Two 
 

In Step With The Spirit 
This week our focus is on bearing each other’s burdens & not 
giving up on what matters. 
Paul encourages his hearers to make the church a place of mutual 
support and encouragement, always striving to do what is right. 
He wants them to remember that at the end of the day, all that 
matters is the cross of Christ and the new life that comes from it. 
In the Old Testament reading, Isaiah ends with a ringing 
declaration of the majesty and wonder of God, of his justice, and 
of the fact that God cannot be contained in a single place of 
worship. The image shifts to childbirth, to represent the sudden 
emergence of a new people embraced by this awesome God. In 
these verses are some of the most tender and maternal images 
used of God anywhere in the Bible. Here God is pictured as the 
one who brings his people to birth and nourishes their new life. 
These are ideas picked up by Paul in Romans 8. 
In the reading from Galatians, Paul knows that believers will mess 
up from time to time. Those walking with the Spirit should be on 
hand to help sort them out, but they should do so with gentleness 
and without thinking that they have got it taped. Paul emphasises 
this by talking about the mutuality of Christian community. We 
are each responsible for our walk with God, but we also need each 
other to keep us on the straight and narrow. Sometimes life 

 



throws hardships our way that threaten to knock us off course, so 
Paul says at that time we need those around us to share the load 
we are carrying. 
He sharpens this theologically by talking about reaping and 
sowing. Again, Paul balances our personal individual responsibility 
with our community life. He focuses on what the teachers of the 
gathering do and the fact that they are worthy of honour, even 
reward. But Paul is also clear that it is possible to harm the 
community through what they say and do – possibly a thinly 
veiled reference to his rivals in the area who he sees as sowing 
division, and who he thinks are motivated by the flesh rather than 
the Spirit. But so as not to end on a sour note, Paul returns to the 
idea of mutual support and encouragement, saying that we should 
always seek to do good (another fruit that the Spirit grows in us) 
to whoever needs it – within or beyond the congregation. 
But as ever with Paul, he can’t leave it there; he has to reiterate 
the main point of the whole letter and he does so by wresting the 
pen from the scribe and writing the last few words with his own 
ungainly hand. What really matters is the cross; everything else 
pales into insignificance beside it because through it new life – 
new creation – has burst into the world. So all the talk going on in 
this church about circumcision is just so much distracting 
nonsense. People are brought into God’s kingdom through their 
faith in Jesus and nothing else. 
This is the only rule that matters (Paul probably says this to appeal 
to those besotted with following rules!), and those who follow it 
will know the peace of God (peace – shalom – in all its 
dimensions: well-being, wholeness, welfare, and more), and are 
described as the Israel of God. The idea is that God has always 
intended to make a single people from all the nations of the earth. 
This has happened in Jesus, and all who put their faith in Jesus are 

part of that people. And a single people has been known as Israel 
from early in the history of God’s dealings with the descendants of 
Abraham, the carriers of the promise. 
Discipleship is not just about following Jesus, it is also about 
sharing what we have discovered with others. For Luke, this story 
functions much as the great commission does in Matthew. Here is 
how Jesus’ followers will grow the kingdom of God in their 
communities. They will pray, go, accept hospitality, eat, work with 
those who offer hospitality, and share their stories. Some will 
listen and some won’t. But those who do will be evidence of the 
kingdom’s coming at the expense of the forces that keep people in 
darkness and death. 
What links these readings? 
God calls a single people into being. In Isaiah, he speaks of 
bringing this people to birth and nurturing the new-born. In Luke, 
the focus is on our role in sharing the story of this people so that 
others might join. In Galatians, Paul stresses the singleness of 
God’s project – what really matters is how we respond to the 
message of the cross of Christ. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer:  
Go, show Jesus to the world.  
Go in the knowledge that our loving Saviour  
is full of peace and mercy, strong and powerful.  
Go lift, love and sow: bear fruit in his mighty name. 
Amen. 


