
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th May 2019 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

 
10.30am Morning Worship  
led by Arthur Noble 
6.00pm Evening Worship at Town Close  
led by Rev Andrew Robinson 
 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Come, and worship the Lord Jesus in this place as his people 
today. With friends around us, and you in our midst, Lord Jesus, 
we are content; we are reassured; we are confident; we are 
determined to share your love, and draw others to your fold – to 
your praise and glory.  
Jesus, loving shepherd, be near to us. Jesus, good shepherd, watch 
over us. Jesus, caring shepherd, be gentle with us. Jesus, consoling 
shepherd, walk with us. Jesus, commissioning shepherd, send us 
out: to be near others; to watch over others; to be gentle with 
others – and to walk with them in your name.  
Amen 
Amen. 

 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 9 v36-43 Aeneas and Dorcas 
Psalm 23 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it 
Revelation 7 v9-17 The Great Multitude in White Robes 
John 10 v22-30 The Unbelief of the Jews 
 

Care and Consolation 
As this is both Christian Aid Week and Dying Matters Awareness 
Week, this title has a real depth of meaning. 
Reading first from Acts we explore what it means to live in the 
power of the resurrection - caring for others like Jesus. Peter’s 
base is in Jerusalem, but his ministry of shepherding Jesus’ flock 
takes him to Samaria and now Judea. He is summoned to the 
coastal town of Joppa. Joppa’s disciples are distressed at the 
death of one of their number. Tabitha (Dorcas in Greek: both 
mean ‘gazelle’) is the only woman in the New Testament explicitly 
called a disciple. Her life of ‘good works and acts of charity’ 
provides an example of pastoral care that complements Peter’s. 
When she was alive, Tabitha was involved in the cloth trade. 
Perhaps she provided the church’s widows with much-needed 
clothing. Widows were a particularly vulnerable group in a world 
in which most women were economically dependent on men. In 
the Jerusalem church, the neglect of Greek-speaking widows in 
the mixed-language community was a cause for concern. 
By the time Peter arrives in Joppa, Tabitha is ready to be buried. 
His action to remove the mourners from ‘the room upstairs’ 
reminds us of Jesus in the house of Jairus (Luke 8.49-56), though 
the crowds gathered there to mourn his daughter’s death are 
more cynical. Peter repeats Jesus’ ‘get up’, adding only the name 
of the deceased. But where Jesus tries to limit publicity, Peter 

 

 



encourages the good news to spread. This brief story, told without 
fuss, shows Peter the shepherd feeding Jesus’ flock by healing, 
consoling and guiding. Does this kind of healing reach forward into 
our own day? Reports of similar occurrences invite careful 
scrutiny, not least because we now know that the boundary 
between life and death is not always clear-cut. But some elements 
of this story will always be welcomed without question, notably 
the timely and compassionate way that Peter surrounds death 
and grief with prayer. 
In Revelations, as the heavenly Lamb starts to open the seven 
seals on the scroll, God’s global, cosmic judgement is unleashed. 
The great multitude in verse 9 fulfils the biblical vision of the 
Nations gathering before God at the end of time. They are drawn 
into heaven’s praises, which anticipates the fruits of the Lamb’s 
victory over the powers of death. In verse 13, attention turns to 
the martyrs, their white robes symbolising their loyalty to the 
supreme martyr, the Lamb. They no longer fear adversity of any 
kind. God is their shelter, sustenance and consolation, and the 
Lamb their shepherd and guide. This heavenly vision realises the 
words in this week’s Gospel: ‘My sheep hear my voice…I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish…The Father and I are one’ 
(John 10 v27-30). 
For the next five Sundays, the lectionary Gospel readings take us 
back to the period before Jesus’ crucifixion, to remind us that 
Easter vindicates Jesus’ earlier teaching and actions. Here he is in 
Jerusalem for the festival of dedication (Hanukkah) in late 
November/early December. 
The Jews here have heard his teaching in Jerusalem, teaching that 
has often proved controversial because of Jesus’ claim to speak 
and act for God. Does this mean that he sees himself as Israel’s 
‘messiah’ (in Hebrew, ‘anointed one’)? This is a slippery term, with 

no single meaning in Jesus’ day. He is forced to set out his 
understanding of what it is to be God’s anointed. Earlier in the 
chapter, Jesus spoke of himself as the good shepherd, who lays 
down his life for the sheep, only to take it up again (10 v1-17). This 
image, drawn from the Old Testament, sees political leadership as 
a form of pastoral care, something that is reflected today when 
we refer to politicians as ‘ministers’. 
Jesus persistently points away from himself to the divine source of 
his authority. ‘The Father and I are one’ is less an invitation to 
metaphysical speculation and more a summons to ethical insight. 
Nothing short of the glory of God is being revealed in the risks 
Jesus takes to extend his loving care to the whole family of Israel. 
Jesus the good shepherd looks after his flock with an 
indestructible care (John 10 v28-29), something that Peter the 
apostle-shepherd draws on in a place of sadness and loss (Acts 9 
v40-41), and that heaven celebrates in the victory of the Lamb of 
God (Revelation 7 v17). 
 
A Sending Out Prayer:  
Go and bless those who are grieving with hope, 
those who are lonely with friendship, 
those who are fearful with courage; 
and may the risen Christ be your strength,  
your hope and your joy.  
Amen. 


