
Pastoral Prayers   

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Pastoral Prayer 
We pray for all who work in stressful situations, that they may have peace to 
enable them to make wise decisions.  
We hold before you especially those who work in the health service, whose 
decisions can mean life or death. 
We remember those faced with the stress caused by poverty – for whom 
there is a constant fear that there will not be enough, and every spending 
decision is a challenge.  
We bring to you those around the world who do not have immediate access 
to health care and clean water, who take risky actions because it is easier 
than doing what is safe – or it is the only option. 
We ask that you will give wisdom to those who make the decisions that affect 
our lives, and the lives of others – including politicians and all in authority.  
May they have vision and compassion to act in ways that are beneficial to all. 
In the name of Christ, we pray.  
Amen. 
 
All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website 
are welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com 
or telephone 01642 714384 or by passing a note by hand. All notices must be 
received by the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
Please be aware that what is printed in the notices will now be posted onto 
our website, which is open to the public. If there is anything sensitive that 
should not be placed onto this public space, please phrase your notices 
carefully or let us know that it is for print only. The notices are taken off the 
website at the end of each month and do not include personal details unless 
part of an “advert”. 
The website address is www.stokesleymethodistchurch.co.uk . 
Circuit Website http://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/ 
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Stokesley Methodist Church 

 

 

“A new commandment I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples; if you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35) 
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We believe in a church where all are welcome, where people can engage 
with God and each other, both actively and reflectively: a place that is a 

sanctuary, a place of worship and a base for mission. 
Please join us for refreshments after the service. If you are visiting, please 

sign your name in the Visitors’ Book at the back of the Church and pick up a 
Welcome leaflet. 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources: 
O Lord, we gather in your light, seeking your peace.  
You are our salvation, and we worship you.  
Be strong for us and unite us,  
that we may see your goodness all around us.  
The Lord is our light; 
we draw near to worship. 
The Lord is our salvation; 
we draw near to worship. 
The Lord is our stronghold; 
we draw near to worship. 
Let us draw near to learn from God, 
to be led by God, and to be strengthened by God. 
We draw near to worship.  
Amen. 
 
Today’s Lectionary Readings: 
Genesis 15 v1-12, 17-18 (p15) God’s Covenant With Abram 
Luke 13 v31-35 (p1047) Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem 
 
Steward:                             Dorothy Blakey 
Organist:                             Helen Weighell 
Readers:                              Hazel & Ken Hornby 
Welcome on the door:     Hazel & Ken Hornby 
Coffee is served by:          Pauline Dale & Dorothy Townson 
The flowers are a gift from: Carole Myers 
 

HYMNS:   88   102   322   563   277 
 

A Message from the Church Mouse for the children (and grown-ups too!):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A few years ago a hippopotamus  
gave birth to twins at a zoo in  
Memphis, Tennessee. In deciding  
what to name the twins, there was  
a problem. The problem was that  
the mother hippo wouldn't let  
anyone close enough to her babies  
to determine whether they were boys or girls, so they didn't know  
what to name them. 
The naming of the twins was delayed for a while as the mother continued 
to care for her babies: feeding them, protecting them, keeping them 
close to herself and away from danger. The babies didn't seem to mind 
that they didn't have a name and stayed close to their mother. They 
knew a good thing when they saw it - and that good thing was a huge, 
funny looking, grey and pink creature who provided them with everything 
they needed. Why should they stray? 
This kind of love and protection by the mother is very much the same in 
most animals.  
That is a very good example of the love that Jesus has for his children. 
The Bible tells us that one day Jesus stood looking over the city of 
Jerusalem and he cried, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem how often I have longed 
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were not willing." What a beautiful picture of Jesus. Like a 
mother hen, Jesus gathering his children under the shelter of his wing. 
Jesus still loves his children today. He still wants to gather them in his 
arms and protect them and care for them. Sometimes, we stray away, 
but Jesus still loves us just the same. That's the kind of love he has for you 
and me. 
 

Here’s a picture of a hippopotamus. Do you 
know what a female hippopotamus is called? 
She is called a cow. Well, if the female 
hippopotamus is called a cow, can you guess 
what her babies are called? They’re called 
calves. 
 

 



For Your Diaries & Your Prayers: 
 TODAY – Teesside Music Society presents an Evening Concert starting 

at 7.15pm featuring the MAGGINI QUARTET. The Maggini Quartet, 
formed in 1988, has long been considered one of the best British 
string ensembles. Their programme includes music by Haydn, Alwyn & 
Tchaikovsky. This will be an evening of contrasts which will surely 
provide a fitting climax to the TMS celebratory season.  Adult Single 
Ticket @ £15.00, Student/Claimant Single Tickets @ £4.00 & Children 
free. 
You can normally purchase tickets at the door but, alternatively, you 
can purchase tickets in advance from Julia Haigh on 01642 711618. 

 Tuesday 19th March – Church Life Committee Meeting at 9.00am 

 Tuesday 19th March – MWiB Afternoon Group meet at 2.30pm for 
‘Chairobics’ with Angela Forrest. 

 Tuesday 26th March – Forget Me Not Café at 2.00pm 

 Wednesday 27th March – Prayer & Praise at 8.00pm 

 Thursday 28th March – MWiB Morning Group meet at 12 noon for 
‘Ladies Who Lunch’ hosted by Dorothy Agar. 

 Saturday 30th March – Church Council Meeting at 9.30am 
 

LENT FELLOWSHIP 2019 
Exploring Christian themes based on the film: ‘The Greatest Showman’ 
Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm 
19th March – Session 3: Come Alive 
26th March – Session 4: Rewrite the Stars 
2nd April – Session 5: Never Enough 
9th April – Session 6: From Now On 
Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the church. 

HOLY HABITS 
Just a reminder that we need your help. On Sunday 9th June (Pentecost 
Sunday) we are launching our first Holy Habit – Eating Together. There are 
slips at the back of the church for you to write down any ideas you may have. 
If you can think of ways we could incorporate the theme of Eating Together 
in our Church life, please post your reply in the box TODAY or write them on 
the poster, and these will be shared at the Church Life Committee Meeting 
on Tuesday morning. Thank you. 

THIS WEEK 
Mon 18th 
March 

9.30am - 10.30am Bible Study/Prayers-all welcome 
2.00pm – Knit & Natter 
7.30pm – Pound Rock-out Workout 

Tues 19th 
March 

9.00am – Church Life Committee Meeting 
9.10am – Zumba 
2.30pm – MWiB ‘Chairobics’ 
7.00pm – Lent Fellowship Session 3 ‘Come Alive’ 

Wed 20th 
March 

6.30pm – Choir Practice 
7.30pm – Zumba 

Thurs 21st 
March 

5.30pm until 6.30pm – Boccia  
7.00pm until 8.30pm - Yoga 

Fri 22nd March 10.00am – Shoppers’ Service with John Huddart & 
pianist Julie Dowson 
12 noon – Lent Reflection followed by Soup 
Lunch.  All are warmly welcome. 

Sat 23rd March 10.00am to 11.30am – Coffee Morning. Coffee will 
be served by Mary Hunt, Judith Smith & Carine 
Lamprecht 

 

SUNDAY 24th MARCH 

 

9.00am Communion 
9.00am 
10.30am Café Church 
6.00pm Town Close 

Rev Andrew Robinson 
Lent Pilgrim Breakfast & Fellowship 
Katherine Atha 
Vanessa Johnson 

Stewards 9.00am Dorothy Blakey 
10.30am David Wilson 

Communion Steward Joyce Binns 

Pianist/Organist Leigh Harrison 
Readers Pauline & David Dale 
Door Stewards Winifred & Ernie Laking 
Flowers Maureen Stones 
Coffee Pauline Dale & Dorothy Townson 

 


