
Pastoral Prayers   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please continue to hold Lesley’s Dad in your prayers as he is still very poorly 
in hospital. Thank you so much. 
 
A Pastoral Prayer 
Lord, we pray today for all who seek your voice, 
but find it drowned by the clamour of the world. May they hear you clearly. 
We pray for all who choose to close their eyes and ears to you. 
Startle them from their complacency. 
We pray for all who need to hear your call to repentance. Speak to them. 
We pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit upon all 
who suffer in any way this day. 
Alight upon them gently and bring peace, Lord. 
And may your grace be with us – sinners all, 
and in need of your mercy. 
Open the heavens and descend in love. Amen. 
Amen. 
 
All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website 
are welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07837178938 or by passing a note by hand. All notices must be 
received by the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
Please be aware that what is printed in the notices will now be posted onto 
our website, which is open to the public. If there is anything sensitive that 
should not be placed onto this public space, please phrase your notices 
carefully or let us know that it is for print only. The notices are taken off the 
website at the end of each month and do not include personal details unless 
part of an “advert”. 
The website address is www.stokesleymethodistchurch.co.uk . 
Circuit Website http://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/ 
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Stokesley Methodist Church 

 

 

“A new commandment I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples; if you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35) 
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We believe in a church where all are welcome, where people can engage 
with God and each other, both actively and reflectively: a place that is a 

sanctuary, a place of worship and a base for mission. 
Please join us for refreshments after the service. If you are visiting, please 

sign your name in the Visitors’ Book at the back of the Church and pick up a 
Welcome leaflet. 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources: 
A voice came from heaven, and said, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I 
am well pleased.’ Let us worship the Lord. 
Lord, we come before you like those who gathered on the banks of the 
Jordan. 
Through your Word and the Holy Spirit, may Heaven open to us today. 
Let us hear your voice, as we submit to your will with the obedience and 
humility of Christ. 
From the clash and confusion of life, we hear the unexpected call of the 
Divine. 
Seekers after truth, treading wilderness paths in a bewildering world, 
we wade into the waters of your wisdom, 
and immerse ourselves in you, God-with-us. 
Amen. 
 
Today’s Lectionary Readings: 
Luke 3 v15-17, 21-22 (p1029) John the Baptist Prepares the Way/The Baptism 
and Genealogy of Jesus 
Acts 8 v14-17 (p1101) Simon the Sorcerer 
 
Steward:                             Vanessa Johnson  
Organist:                             Leigh Harrison 
Readers:                              Winifred Laking & June McClelland 
Welcome on the door:     Carole & Mike Myers 
Coffee is served by:          Mary Hunt & Pauline Rowell 
The flowers are a gift from: Pauline Naylor 
 

HYMNS: 94   34   MP18 (see words in centre-fold) 
666   385 

A Message from the Church Mouse for the children (and grown-ups too!):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Have you ever seen the Big Dipper?  
It is one of the most easily recognized  
groups of stars. In some countries this  
group of stars may be called the Drinking  
Gourd, the Plough, or the Casserole. 
Seven stars form the Big Dipper and the shape looks something like a 
cooking pan with a curved handle. The two stars on the front part of the 
Big Dipper, opposite the handle, always point to the North Star. Sailors 
sometimes use these stars to find their way when they sail in the ocean. 
In the southern hemisphere a group of stars called the Southern Cross 
points south and helps sailors in that part of the world navigate the 
ocean. Looking into the night sky can make you feel very small. Have you 
felt like that? All of the vast beauty we see in twinkling stars, soft clouds, 
and silver moonlight was created by God who is greater than all of that. 
When John the Baptist came to tell the people about Jesus he said, “I 
baptise you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the 
things of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire.’ (Luke 3:16) 
We may sometimes feel small, but God’s love and power is great. His love 
will point us in the right direction and help us make the best choices. 
January is an exciting time. It is the beginning of a brand new year. Some 
people like to make New Year's resolutions or promises to themselves 
about what they plan to accomplish in the New Year. Even if you don't 
make any New Year's resolutions, this is an exciting time. It is a time that 
we can forget our past mistakes and look forward to new opportunities 
that lie ahead of us. It is a time of new beginnings. God gives us 
opportunities for new beginnings. Let us make the most of them as we 
live a new life in Christ through the power of his Holy Spirit. 
 

Do you like to look at the night sky and see if 
you can spot the first star to appear? As the sky 
becomes darker more and more stars are 
visible. The Milky Way is like a brush stroke of 
stars across the sky and is so large that it can’t 
be measured. 
 

 



For Your Diaries & Your Prayers: 
 TODAY at 3.00pm – Teesside Music Society is pleased to present the 

NEW WORLD STRING TRIO. The programme includes music by 
Schubert, Naumann, Sibelius & Beethoven. Tickets: Single £15; 
Student/Claimant £4; Children free. You can normally purchase tickets 
on the door or alternatively, you can purchase tickets in advance from 
Julia Haigh on 01642 711618 

 Thursday 17th January at 10.30am (coffee served from 10am) – MWiB 
Morning Group meet at the home of Mary Hunt, Northfield Drive 

 Friday 18th January – Start of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his 
disciples that “they may be one so that the world may believe” (see 
John 17 v21). Hearts are touched and Christians come together to 
pray for their unity. The theme for the week of prayer in 2019, 
“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue …” is inspired by 
Deuteronomy 16 v18-20. During this week, please pray for justice in 
our society.  

 Sunday 20th January at 12 noon – Celebration Lunch to mark the 
completion of the refurbished Church Hall. Tickets £10 from the 
Catering Committee. 

 Tuesday 22nd January at 2.30pm – MWiB Afternoon Group. The 
theme for today’s meeting is ‘Guess Who?’ 

 Great Yorkshire Quiz Night on Friday 25th January 2019 at Stokesley 
Methodist Church starting at 7.00pm. This will be a fun evening to 
bring people together for a light hearted quiz of Yorkshire facts and 
trivia, hosted by VIP Quizmaster Malcolm Wilson. We need to enter 2 
teams of quizzers, preferably 6 in each team (no more than 8) to 
represent Stokesley at this Circuit event. The winning team will win a 
prize hamper of Yorkshire goodies! Please put this date in your diary 
& if you would like to take part, contact Sue Frank. Tickets are £8 
including a pie and pea supper. We need to let Malcolm Wilson know 
how many people will be in our team(s) and if there are any 
vegans/vegetarians by Thursday 17th January. Ticket money can be 
given to Malcolm on the night but tickets are now available from Sue. 

 Tuesday 29th January at 2.00pm – Forget Me Not Café 

 

THIS WEEK 

Mon 14th Jan 9.30am – The Prayer/Bible Study Group 
2.00pm – Knit & Natter 
7.30pm – Pound Rock-out Workout 

Tues 15th Jan 9.10am – Zumba 
9.30am – Church Life Committee Meeting 
2.00pm – Silver Screen????? 

Wed 16th Jan 6.30pm – Choir Practice 
Thurs 17th Jan 10.00am – MWiB Morning Group 

5.30pm until 6.30pm – Boccia (see below) 
Fri 18th Jan 10.00am – Shoppers’ Service with Katherine Atha & 

Pianist Dorothy Blakey 

Sat 19th Jan 10.00am to 11.30am – Coffee Morning with coffee 
served by Sallie Weighell, Sue Walton & Sarah 
Baxter 

SUNDAY 20th JANUARY – Celebration Lunch 

10.30am 
6.00pm Town Close 

Rev Richard Bradshaw 
Lesley Jackson 

Steward  
Organist Helen Weighell 
Readers Christine Ridgeway & Joyce Binns 

Door Stewards Dorothy Blakey 
Flowers Dorothy Agar 
Coffee Christine Ridgeway & Joyce Binns 

 
Want to learn a fun activity that everyone can play? 
If you are looking for senior activity ideas, Boccia is a great idea. These 
sessions, on a Thursday afternoon, aim to attract people aged over 55, and 
encourage them into physical activity and healthy competition. The game is 
played from a seated position and is played with small leather balls. A game 
consists of two teams of 3 players who each receive two red or blue boccia 
balls to play each end. Boccia has some similarities with indoor bowls & the 
aim of the game is for each team to propel and land their Boccia balls closer 
to the white jack than their opposing team. The health Benefits of Boccia – 
assists in balance, assists with coordination and increases strength 
PLUS it is FUN to play, so come along, give it a try & enjoy! 



 
 
Woofs & Wellies Woodland Walkies! 
Tip (Lesley’s 4-legged friend) is taking part in 'Woofs & Wellies' Sponsored 
Dog walk in aid of Teesside Hospice! He’s taking Lesley & Ellen (Brown) on 
the 4 mile walk on Sunday 10th February, starting and finishing in the 
beautiful grounds of Foxrush Farm, Kirkleatham. If you would like to sponsor 
Tip, please sign the form at the back of the Church. Many thanks & Woof, 
Woof! 
 
Pianissimo IV 
Helen has released a new CD called "Pianissimo IV" which you can find at the 
back of the Church. Like the previous albums featuring Piano & Organ, this 
double album has one CD with a selection of pieces and the other with 
Hymns & Worship Songs. The album costs £8 and all proceeds will be 
donated to Stokesley Methodist Church and MHA Appeal for Music Therapy 
for people with Dementia. 
 
Would you like to become a Door Steward? The role of a Door Steward is to 
welcome visitors to the church for worship. This ‘Welcome’ is vital to the 
mission and ministry of our Church. The ‘Welcomer’ provides the first contact 
between the Church and its visitors and are the point of reference for 
information and help. This ‘Meet & Greet’ role is an important job each 
Sunday morning when people come to worship and share in the fellowship 
that the morning service brings. You will hand out the weekly notices & hymn 
books, give out other flyers when appropriate, gather the weekly collection, 
& ensure the stewards or Minister are aware when someone new attends the 
church so that they can be properly welcomed. The Door Steward Rota is 
currently being updated for the next year and we would invite everyone to 
consider taking on this role – all you need is a smile! Please see David Hunt to 
find out more (tel: 01642 712700) 

 

Hymn 18 All Over The World (Mission Praise) 

 

All over the world the Spirit is moving, 

All over the world as the prophet said it would be; 

All over the world  there’s a mighty revelation  

of the glory of the Lord, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

 

All over His church God’s Spirit is moving, 

All over His church as the prophet said it would be; 

All over His church there’s a mighty revelation 

Of the glory of the Lord, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

 

Right here in this place the Spirit is moving, 

Right here in this place as the prophet said it would be; 

Right here in this place there’s a mighty revelation 

Of the glory of the Lord, 

As the waters cover the sea. 

 

 
 


