
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 13th January, 2019 

Welcome to Worship  
10.30am Morning Worship led by Ron Kirk 

6.00pm Town Close with Ron Kirk 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
A voice came from heaven, and said, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved, with you I am well pleased.’ Let us worship the Lord. 
Lord, we come before you like those who gathered on the banks 
of the Jordan. 
Through your Word and the Holy Spirit,  
may Heaven open to us today. 
Let us hear your voice, as we submit to your will with the 
obedience and humility of Christ. 
From the clash and confusion of life,  
we hear the unexpected call of the Divine. 
Seekers after truth,  
treading wilderness paths in a bewildering world, 
we wade into the waters of your wisdom, 
and immerse ourselves in you, God-with-us. 
Amen. 

Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 43 v1-7 Israel’s Only Saviour 
“When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned.” 
Psalm 29 
“The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people 
with peace.” 
Acts 8 v14-17 Simon the Sorcerer 
“Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.” 
Luke 3 v15-17, 21-22 John the Baptist Prepares the Way/The 
Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
“I baptise you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, 
the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

Surprising Voices 
The passage from Luke’s Gospel tells how, in the desert, John 
proclaims a baptism of national repentance, but he makes it clear 
that he is not the Messiah – he is still to come and will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. Jesus accepts John’s baptism and hears his 
Father’s voice of approval. 
In this week’s readings we perceive many voices. The voice of the 
Lord in Isaiah and the psalm. Voices from Samaria, and Peter and 
John’s prayer in Acts. The voice of the Father at Jesus’ baptism. 
And a voice from a surprising source – who would have imagined 
that the voice of a wild-looking man, out in the ‘back of beyond’, 
would be the voice that prepares the way for the Son of God? 
That strange, wild voice certainly captured the attention of the 
folk of Galilee. When have you heard a message from an unusual 
source? 

 



A tentative musician was asked to lead children in playing their 
recorders in all-age worship. She encouraged the children and was 
also encouraged in herself. Eventually, after some time, she 
became a confident and experienced worship leader. Each step 
seemed ‘right’ and was confirmed by positive encouragement 
from others. In Isaiah, the word of the Lord confirms the status of 
the children of Israel ‘because you are precious in my sight, and 
honoured, and I love you’ (v4). In Acts, Samaritan converts are 
confirmed in their faith. At his baptism, the voice of God 
confirmed Jesus’ life and work, and his place as God’s Son. We all 
need reassurance that we are beloved children of God. But signs 
of God’s love for us – or perhaps, confirmation of a certain course 
of action – can come from unexpected sources. Are we ready to 
hear God’s voice from an unexpected place? 
This week’s readings are rich in symbols that can, sometimes, 
touch us as nothing else can. Isaiah speaks of passing through 
water and flames. The psalm rings with the voice of God in many 
forms – powerful, glorious, and yet ‘skipping like a calf’. The act of 
baptism, in both the Gospel and Acts readings, is rich in symbol 
and meaning. And the symbols used of the Holy Spirit – dove, fire, 
wind – aim to describe the indescribable. What symbols from 
today’s world might we use to help us speak of the mysteries of 
God at work in the world? 
A family keeps a journal. At the end of every week, each person 
briefly logs something good that has happened for them that 
week. On New Year’s Eve the family read out these 
‘confirmations’. What an encouraging way to start a new year! It 
could equally be ‘an encouragement box’ with thank you letters or 
images of happy events, or tied to a birthday or anniversary. Jesus 
starts his new ministry with the confirmation, the assurance, that 

God is with him. We all need reminders like that, particularly at 
times when God seems far away. 
Do you know the story of Archimedes? A king heard rumours that 
his crown was not made of pure gold, but had some silver mixed 
in with it too. He asked Archimedes to prove whether it was or 
wasn’t pure gold. 
Archimedes loved solving problems, but for a long time he 
couldn’t solve this one. Then one day, he got in the bath, and 
there was so much water in the bath that it spilt over the sides. 
And this made him realise the answer to the king’s problem! He 
was so excited that he leapt out of his bath and ran naked down 
the street shouting ‘Eureka!’ – which means ‘I found it!’ (If anyone 
is interested, the answer was that gold is denser than silver, so a 
pure gold crown displaces less water than a mixed silver and gold 
one of the same weight.) 
Has anyone had a ‘eureka moment’ – when they suddenly realised 
or understood something? It can happen in our Christian life too, 
as disciples of Jesus. Life can be going along normally, and then 
suddenly – eureka! – we realise that God is calling us to do 
something, or to serve him in a particular way. Sometimes it 
happens through the encouragement of others. Has anyone had 
an experience like this? How can we encourage each other in our 
Christian life, and help each other to find what we can do to be 
Jesus’ followers? 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
Listen for the ways God speaks to you, 
and look for the signs of his presence. 
May you be surprised by grace as you go on your way. 
Amen. 
 


