
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st July, 2018 

Welcome to Worship  
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Richard Bradshaw 

6.00pm Town Close with Rev Andrew Robinson, including the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Lord God, you bless us in so many ways. 
And we know that each blessing grows 
as we share it with others. 
Please open our hearts today, 
that, in receiving more from you, we can give more. 
Let us be a source of blessing 
through your all-encompassing love.  
God of justice, make us just. 
God of equality, help us to be fair. 
God of love,  
teach us to love each other  
and ourselves, 
in your blessed name.  
Amen. 

Lectionary Readings: 
2 Samuel 1 v1, 17-27 David’s Lament for Saul and Jonathan 
“Saul and Jonathan – in life they were loved and gracious, and in 
death they were not parted. They were swifter than eagles, they 
were stronger than lions.” 
Psalm 130  
“O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing 
love and with him is full redemption.” 
2 Corinthians 8 v7-15 Generosity Encouraged 
“But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us – see 
that you excel in this grace of giving.” 
Mark 5 v21-43 The Dead Girl and a Sick Woman 
“Daughter, your faith has healed you.” 
 

A Fair Balance 
In the reading from Corinthians, Paul urges the Corinthian 
Christians to complete their generous undertaking to support 
poor Christians in Jerusalem. He says that to be generous is to 
have the mind of Christ, who became poor to make us rich. 
There is something that children can do well, sometimes better 
than adults. Do you know what that might be? I think children are 
very good at having fun. They know how to laugh and they know 
what makes them happy. 
What makes you feel like you want to sing or dance or shout. You 
know what I mean – those activities that make you feel like you 
could almost fly. 
During my teaching career I met many children who had many 
different ‘favourite’ things they loved to do. I knew a little girl who 
loved to cook and another who was very interested in bugs. There 

 



was a little boy who loved to build things and another who had 
fun working with computers. 
One little girl I knew loved to draw and paint. She was very young, 
but she had found something that gave her joy. She sent her art to 
people who were sick and I’m sure those lovely pictures made 
them feel better. She made her friends and family feel loved by 
sharing her gifts of art. 
The Bible tells us: “For if the willingness is there, the gift is 
acceptable” (2 Corinthians 8:12). 
This verse means that if you are eager and excited about what you 
do and share your talent with others your gift will be pleasing and 
helpful – a blessing. 
I loved being a teacher and I believe that a teacher who is excited 
about helping children learn new things will always be the best 
teacher. 
Find what it is you love to do and then do it with eagerness and 
joy. When you do something that you love to do you are a blessing 
to yourself and to others. 
Celebrate each day and have fun – and watch the children! They 
can teach us how to do it! 
And if you’re watching them, how often do you notice that they 
like to touch things? And how often do we say, “Don’t touch that. 
It will break.” Or, “Put that down. Your hands are dirty.” 
Yes, some things are meant to be looked at and not touched. 
Other things are very touchable – give comfort and help us learn. 
Some very young children may have a favourite blanket that they 
like to touch as they go to sleep. Or perhaps it’s a teddy bear that 
feels soft and cuddly. The beloved bear makes the child feel safe 
and warm. 
You learn more about the world around you by touching such 
things as stones, shells, feathers, leaves, and the bark of trees.  

Today’s Gospel story teaches us about touch and faith. A woman, 
who had been ill for twelve years, heard about Jesus, came up 
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak. She said, “If I just 
touch his clothes, I will be healed.” (Mark 5:28). 
This woman had great faith. She believed that if she could just 
touch Jesus’ clothes she would be healed of her illness. 
Even though Jesus was in a large crowd he felt the woman touch 
his clothes and he immediately felt the power go forth from him. 
He said, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be 
freed from your suffering.” (Mark 5:34). 
One of the lessons of this story is that Jesus did not say, “Don’t 
touch.” He accepted the woman and showed kindness to her. She 
was healed because of her great faith. Jesus accepts each one of 
us and, although we can’t physically touch him, we can be 
touched, comforted, and healed by his love. 
Jesus’ compassion makes us all active agents of life. 
  
Sending Out Prayer 
Today we have been blessed with  
a renewed sense of God’s love and generosity, 
and a renewed sense of where we fit in the picture. 
Send us out now, dear God, to live what we have learnt.  
Amen. 


