
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th May, 2018 

Welcome to Worship 
10.30am Morning Worship led Doreen Hunt 

6.00pm Town Close with Doreen Hunt 
 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
The Lord has done wonderful things; let us sing a new song with 
our lips, our lives, our hearts, our very being.  
Sing a new song to the Lord.  
Jesus Christ, we do not come alone to worship you, we come 
together as your people, accepting your love for us and your call 
to us.  
We come in friendship both with you, and those we meet with.  
Together we are your people.  
Lord Jesus Christ, we are here as your people, one body, one 
community, yet we are also here as individuals because you love 
each one of us, and offered yourself for each of us.  
Help us to come as we are before you;  
help us to see our way through the challenges of life,  
so that we can see clearly your path for us. 
Amen. 

Lectionary Readings: 
Acts 10 v44-48 Peter at Cornelius’ House 
“The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles.” 
Psalm 98   
“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things …” 
1 John 5 v1-6 Faith in the Son of God 
“For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the 
blood; and the three are in agreement.” 
John 15 v9-17 The Vine and the Branches 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” 
 

Lasting Fruit 
Today the focus is on Jesus encouraging the disciples to keep his 
commandments and, above all, to love one another as he loved 
them. The greatest expression of love is to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends and, he says, his friends are those who do what he 
commands. 
The first reading from Acts is the close of a long chapter on the 
conversion of Cornelius, the centurion of the Italian Cohort (the 
equivalent of a sergeant major today, and probably a foreign 
mercenary). Cornelius was a God-fearer, a Gentile who was drawn 
to Jewish monotheism without fully converting. He had a vision in 
which he was told to send for Simon Peter. When he arrived, 
Peter used the opportunity to preach the full gospel to Cornelius, 
his relatives and friends. It culminates in the announcement of 
Jesus’ death, his being raised on the third day and appearing to 
witnesses such as Peter himself. Jesus is the judge of the living and 

 



the dead, and ‘everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name’. 
This week’s reading begins immediately after that, when the Holy 
Spirit comes on all Peter’s hearers. The sign of this is that they 
extol God and speak in tongues. It seems that anyone who praises 
God has received the Holy Spirit! What is surprising to Peter and 
his companions is that all these people are Gentiles. But they 
clearly have the Holy Spirit, so they must be baptized ‘in the name 
of Jesus Christ’, Gentiles or not. The Ethiopian in Acts 8 is the first 
recorded Gentile convert, from a distant land; Luke now uses 
Cornelius’ story to show the gospel coming to Gentiles in the 
Roman world. 
‘Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God’ 
begins the reading from John’s letter – and this certainly applies 
to Cornelius and his companions. Such people have been born of 
God and are children of God. What they now have to do is love 
God by keeping his commandments, and these, we are told, are 
not at all burdensome. Faith is described as a victory that 
conquers the world, and this comes from believing that Jesus is 
the Son of God.  
There follows a puzzling reference to Jesus coming by water and 
blood. This could be a slightly obscure reference to the 
sacraments of baptism and the Eucharist, but the special emphasis 
on blood – a metaphor for death – probably means that the 
passage is about Jesus’ death rather than the sacraments. This in 
turn relates to some former members of John’s community who, 
we learn from other parts of the letter, have defected and are 
now seen as a threat. They had problems accepting the 
materiality, the physicality, of Jesus and so could not accept that 
he had really died. They believed he was a purely divine figure, the 
saviour, who was human only in appearance and not subject to 

our limitations – specifically our mortality. They could all agree 
that Jesus now lives in glory, but John insists that Jesus had indeed 
died before being raised by God. He was, to use John’s word, 
an hilasmos, a sacrificial victim, who was killed so that he might 
bring forgiveness of sins. 
John 15 represents Jesus’ last words to his disciples. It is a free 
composition by the Gospel writer but encapsulates (as John sees 
it) Jesus’ teaching for the communities that would live on after he 
had gone. The teaching here is that the Father has loved the Son, 
who has in turn loved the disciples, so they should love one 
another. There is just one basic commandment: ‘that you love one 
another as I have loved you’. At its highest level, this can literally 
mean giving up your life for your friends. Jesus’ disciples are now 
friends (philoi) of each other and of Christ, and no longer 
slaves/servants (douloi). 
In Acts, we find Cornelius and his household receiving the Holy 
Spirit and being baptized; then we move to John’s letter where 
the baptized in his community are called children: ‘children of 
God’; and finally, John calls his disciples his friends. 
 
Sending Out Prayer 
Go, as did those first disciples, and followers of Jesus, to share the 
message of God’s love with all those you meet; with family, 
friends and strangers. Go, bearing the responsibility as one of 
Jesus’ followers today.  
Go in love, go in joy, go in hope, go in peace. Go, bearing the fruits 
of knowing your God. Go knowing you are loved and embraced by 
our loving God.  
Amen. 


