
Pastoral Prayers  – December 
“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples; if you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35) 
This month we ask you to remember and pray for: 
Dorothy Mair & her group: Doris Hallworth, Peter Hallworth 
Judith Connelly & her group: Dorothy & Fred Pearson, Fiona Bell, Raymond 
Bell, Pauline & David Dale, Gillian & John Elliott, Hilary Harris, Alan Morley, 
Sue Parton, Gwen Aston, AS & J Clements, Mai See Wu, Jennifer & Alex 
Parton, Barbara Porter, Helen Rickinson, Hilary & Donald Spencely 
 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARD 
This year’s Church Christmas card is now at the back of the church & you are 
welcome to add your name to the good wishes we send to each other this 
Christmas time. All donations will be gratefully received (in the jar provided) 
& shared between our chosen Church Charities, Macmillan Cancer and Action 
for Blind (RNIB). 
 
Jennifer & Chris Bainbridge would like to thank everyone for their kindness & 
support over the past year. It has been a difficult time with all the health 
issues that Jennifer has had to cope with & recovery is still very much an up & 
down journey. But your prayers & kind-heartedness have been a great help & 
kept both Jennifer & Chris cheerful & positive. 
 

All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website 
are welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com 
or telephone 01642 713781 or by passing a note by hand. All notices must be 
received by the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
The website address is www.stokesleymethodistchurch.co.uk . 
Please be aware that what is printed in the notices will now be posted onto 
our website, which is open to the public. If there is anything sensitive that 
should not be placed onto this public space, please phrase your notices 
carefully or let us know that it is for print only. The notices are taken off the 
website at the end of each month and do not include personal details 
unless part of an “advert”. 
 
Circuit Website http://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/ 

 

Sunday 17th December, 2017 

Welcome to Worship 

10.30am Nine Lessons & Carols 
Led by Ken Hudson 

2.30pm Blue Christmas Service 
“A Time to Remember” 

With Rev Andrew Robinson 
6.00pm Town Close with Stokesley Methodist Choir 
 

Minister: Rev Andrew Robinson 
The Manse, 15 North Road, 

Stokesley. TS9 5DY 
Tel: 01642 710358 

Email: rev.andrewr@gmail.com  

Stokesley Methodist Church 

 

 

3rd Sunday in 
Advent 
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We believe in a church where all are welcome, where people can engage 
with God and each other, both actively and reflectively: a place that is a 

sanctuary, a place of worship and a base for mission. 
Please join us for refreshments after the service. If you are visiting, please 

sign your name in the Visitors’ Book at the back of the Church and pick up a 
Welcome leaflet. 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
Living God, as we light these three candles in the name of Jesus, the light of 
the world: make straight our paths, enlighten our hearts and our minds, bless 
us on our Advent journey; and may your kingdom come. 
As we continue on our Advent journey – in the strength of hope, 
celebrating the glimpses of glory in our midst, and preparing for the glories to 
come, following that strange voice crying in the wilderness, and 
acknowledging our own voice crying in our hearts; 
So, Lord of our journeying, Lord of our crying, meet us in Bethlehem, that we 
may worship you, individually, as a community, as a church, as the world you 
came to save. 
Amen. 
 
Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 61 v1-4, 8-11 (p748) The Year of the Lord’s Favour 
Psalm 126 (p623) 
1 Thessalonians 5 v16-24 (p1188) Final Instructions 
John 1 v6-8, 19-28 (p1063) The Word Becomes Flesh/John the Baptist Denies 
Being the Christ 
 
Steward:                           Sue Frank 
Organist:                           Helen Weighell            
Welcome on the door:   Joan Barthram & Lyn Keeling 
Coffee is served by:        Pauline Dale & Dorothy Townson 
The flowers are a gift from: Carole Myers 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CHURCH MOUSE WILL BE HAVING A LITTLE 
MOUSEY HOLIDAY OVER CHRISTMAS SO THERE WILL BE NO NOTICES ON 

SUNDAY 24TH DECEMBER 
 

A Message from the Church Mouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Our Bible reading for today tells us that God 
sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the 

light so that everyone would believe. John 
wasn't the light, he only came to tell others 
about the light. Who was the light that John 
came to tell people about? It was Jesus. The 
one true light, who gives light to everyone. 

 

For the children:  
There is a song that tells about that light,  
"The Light of the World Is Jesus." 
 
The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, 
The Light of the world is Jesus; 
Like sunshine at noonday, 
His glory shone in, 
The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 
Come to the Light, 'tis shining for thee; 
Sweetly the Light has dawned upon me. 
Once I was blind, but now I can see: 
The Light of the world is Jesus. 
 
At this time of year, we see lights everywhere that remind us of the 
coming of that true Light that John told us about. There are trees 
adorned with lights, streets that are lined with lights, homes and 
businesses are outlined with lights. And our own Stokesley Christmas 
Tree on West Green is absolutely spectacular! Each Sunday of the Advent 
season, we light candles on the Advent wreath. 
I wonder how many of us remember that the lights of this season are a 
symbol of the one true Light, Jesus, who brought light into the darkness 
of this world? As we light the candles on our advent wreath, the four 
candles remind us that Jesus brings hope, love, joy, and peace into the 
world. It is true, "The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, the 
Light of the world is Jesus!" 

 

 



For Your Diaries and Your Prayers 

 TODAY at 2.30pm – Blue Christmas Service, “A Time to Remember” 
with Rev Andrew Robinson. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 
facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, 
living with cancer or some other disease that puts a question mark 
over the future, and a number of other human situations make 
parties and joviality painful for many people in our congregations and 
communities. There is a growing attentiveness to the needs of people 
who are feeling ‘blue’ at Christmas. Today Rev Andrew is creating a 
sacred space for those living through dark times. This service will offer 
a time for reflection, accepting where we really are, and holding out 
healing and hope. 

 Monday 18th December – Churches Together Carols on the Green at 
7.00pm. Wrap up warm & join us for festive carols around the 
Christmas Tree accompanied by the Bilsdale Band. As usual the bucket 
will be coming round & all donations will be given to charity. 

 Tuesday 19th December at 12.30pm – MWiB Christmas Lunch 

 Saturday 23rd December, 10.00am to 11.30am – FREE Christmas 
Coffee Morning 

 Saturday 23rd December, 11.30am to 2.00pm – The Church will be 
open for you to come in & say a prayer, light a candle, or just sit 
quietly & enjoy the peace. 

 Saturday 23rd December, 2.00pm to 2.45pm – Sing Carols with Us. 
We finish the day with a sing-a-long session when you can help 
choose your favourite carol! Please note that we are starting at 2pm 
NOT 3pm as advertised in the Churches Together Christmas Card. 

 Sunday 24th December at 10.30am – Christmas Eve Morning 
Worship. Vanessa Johnson will lead our devotions & her theme is 
‘Nothing is Impossible with God’. 

 Sunday 24th December at 11.15pm – Watchnight Service with 
Christmas Communion led by Rev Andrew Robinson. Join us for this 
time of wonder as we anticipate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Monday 25th December at 10.00am – Christmas Day Celebration All 
Age Worship with Rev Andrew Robinson. Give Jesus a Birthday 
present … Wrap up the Children and bring them to Church! 

 Sunday 31st December at 10.30am – Circuit Service at Stokesley 
Methodist Church with Rev Andrew Robinson & Revd Lisa Quarmby. 

THIS WEEK 
Mon 18th Dec 10:00am till 10:30am – Prayer Time 
Tues 19th Dec 9:30am till 10:30am – Zumba 

12:30am – MWiB Christmas Lunch 
1:30pm till 3:00pm – NYCC Play & Learn 
7:00pm – ‘I Daniel Blake’ Study Group at the Manse 

Wed 20th Dec 2:00pm – ‘I Daniel Blake’ Study Group at the Manse 
7:30pm till 8:30pm – Zumba 

Thurs 21st Dec ’100 Voices at Christmas’ – a very special concert 
with all proceeds going to School Aid India 
(www.schoolaidindia.org ). The concert starts at 
7.00pm with doors open from 6.30pm. Tickets are 
£8 including refreshments, available from Brown’s 
Newsagents, Stokesley or on the door. 

Fri 22nd Dec 12 noon till 2:00pm – the very last Country Market 
7:00pm – ‘100 Voices at Christmas’ 

Sat 23rd Dec 10:00am till 11.30am – FREE Coffee Morning with 
coffee served by Joan Barthram, Judith Wright, Lyn 
Keeling & Molly Day 
11.30am till 2:00pm – Open Church 
2:00pm till 2:45pm – Sing Carols With Us 

SUNDAY 24th DECEMBER – 4th Sunday in Advent 

Lectionary Readings for Sunday 24th December 
2 Samuel 7 v1-11, 16 (p310) God’s Promise to David 
Luke 1 46b-55 (p1026) Mary’s Song 
Romans 16 v25-27 (p1143) Personal Greetings 
Luke 1 v26-38 (p1026) The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 

10.30am  
6.00pm Town Close 
11.15pm 

Vanessa Johnson 
John Huddart & Helen Weighell 
Watchnight Service 

Steward Sue Frank 
Organist Helen Weighell 
Readers  
Door Stewards Mary & David Hunt 
Coffee Sue Walton & Sallie Weighell 



ADVENT 3.  
 
Leader: We wait for the coming of Christ, giving life in abundance  
All: Come Giver of Life  
 
Choir/Soloist: (Singing the Faith 706) 
Longing for food, many are hungry.  
Longing for water, many still thirst.  
Make us your bread, broken for others,  
shared until all are fed 
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today.  
 
The third candle is lit and this response is used  
 
Reader: The bread of life given for all people  
a sharing in the body of Christ  
All: Come Giver of Life  
Reader: The desert shall rejoice and blossom abundantly  
Rejoice and be glad in it.  
All: Christ, shine in our world today 
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today 

 

POSTAGE STAMPS – As the Christmas cards keep falling through your 

letter-box, please don’t forget to cut off the stamps from the envelopes & 
save them in a little box. Several Charity shops in Stokesley & the Post Office 
(PDSA & the Dogs Trust) will take used stamps to help raise money for good 
causes. You can bring them to Church & put them in the shoe-box at the back 
of the church. Thank you. 

W/B 25th DECEMBER  
Mon 25th Dec 10:00am Christmas Day Celebration with Rev 

Andrew Robinson 
Tues 26th Dec  
Wed 27th Dec  
Thurs 28th Dec  

Fri 29th Dec  
Sat 30th Dec 10:00am till 11.30am – Coffee Morning with coffee 

served by Mary Hunt, Lesley Jackson & Helen 
Weighell 
 

SUNDAY 31st DECEMBER  

10.30am Circuit Service 
 
6.00pm Town Close 

Rev Andrew Robinson & Revd Lisa 
Quarmby 
John Huddart & Helen Weighell 

Steward Dorothy Blakey 
Organist Helen Weighell 
Readers  
Door Stewards Gwen & John Mook 
Flowers Irene Gallagher 
Coffee Carole & Mike Myers & John Edwards 

 
Lectionary Readings for Sunday 31st December: 
Isaiah 61 v10 – 62 v3 (p748) The Year of the Lord’s Favour/Zion’s New Name 
Psalm 148 (p633) 
Galatians 4 v4-7 (p1170) Sons of God 
Luke 2 v22-40 (p1028) Jesus Presented in the Temple 
 
 
 



ADVENT 4 SUNDAY 24th DECEMBER  
 
Leader: We long for the presence of Christ, Emmanuel, God with us  
All: Come Bearer of Hope  
 
Choir/Soloist: Singing the Faith 706 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  
Longing for warmth, many are cold.  
Make us your building, sheltering others,  
walls made of living stone.  
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today  
 
The fourth candle is lit and this response is used  
 
Reader: Love coming to earth to live among us  
Full of grace and truth  
All: Come Bearer of Hope  
 
Reader: Do not be afraid: see I am bringing you good news of  
great joy for all people  
All: Christ, shine in our hearts today  
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
 
Leader: We celebrate the coming of Christ, the light of the world  
All: Emmanuel, God with us  
 
Choir/Soloist: Singing the Faith 706 
Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another,  
making your kingdom come 
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today.  
 
The fifth candle is lit and this response is used  
 
Reader: A child is born for us  
A gift is given to us  
All: Emmanuel, God with us  
 
Reader: Bringing your kingdom of peace  
to all people on earth  
All: Christ, we celebrate you here today! 
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today 
 


