
Pastoral Prayers  – December 
 
 
 
 
 
“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples; if you love one another.” (John 13 v34-35) 
This month we ask you to remember and pray for: 
Dorothy Mair & her group: Doris Hallworth, Peter Hallworth 
Judith Connelly & her group: Dorothy & Fred Pearson, Fiona Bell, Raymond 
Bell, Pauline & David Dale, Gillian & John Elliott, Hilary Harris, Alan Morley, 
Sue Parton, Gwen Aston, AS & J Clements, Mai See Wu, Jennifer & Alex 
Parton, Barbara Porter, Helen Rickinson, Hilary & Donald Spencely 
 
Please say a pray for our dear friend, Doris Hallworth. Sadly she was burgled 
recently and was met with an intruder in her bedroom. This resulted in Doris 
suffering a heart attack and taken to hospital.  
Police are appealing for witnesses. It's a sad world and absolutely horrible 
that this kind of thing should happen on our doorstep. The family are all in 
shock and need our prayers and support at this difficult time. 
 
All contributions for future notices & items of interest for the Church Website 
are welcome! Please contact Lesley Jackson on brackenjack@btinternet.com 
or telephone 01642 713781 or by passing a note by hand. All notices must be 
received by the Thursday before the following Sunday. Many thanks. 
The website address is www.stokesleymethodistchurch.co.uk . 
Please be aware that what is printed in the notices will now be posted onto 
our website, which is open to the public. If there is anything sensitive that 
should not be placed onto this public space, please phrase your notices 
carefully or let us know that it is for print only. The notices are taken off the 
website at the end of each month and do not include personal details 
unless part of an “advert”. 
 
Circuit Website http://www.stokesleymethodistcircuit.org.uk/ 
 

 

Sunday 3rd December, 2017 

Welcome to Worship 

10.30am Advent Service  
led by Rev Andrew Robinson  

including the Blessing of the Sheep 
6.00pm Town Close with Ron Kirk 

 
Minister: Rev Andrew Robinson 

The Manse, 15 North Road, 
Stokesley. TS9 5DY 
Tel: 01642 710358 

Email: rev.andrewr@gmail.com  
 

Stokesley Methodist Church 
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We believe in a church where all are welcome, where people can engage 
with God and each other, both actively and reflectively: a place that is a 

sanctuary, a place of worship and a base for mission. 
Please join us for refreshments after the service. If you are visiting, please 

sign your name in the Visitors’ Book at the back of the Church and pick up a 
Welcome leaflet. 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots resources 
At dawn, let us watch for God and celebrate a new day. 
At noon, let us watch for God and give thanks for all we are and have. 
At dusk, let us watch for God and embrace the darkness of night. 
And now, let us watch and wait for God as we worship.  
Living God, as we light this first Advent candle,  
and the first flicker of your coming is kindled in our hearts, 
may the flame of our desire for justice and peace  
burn deep within us, releasing in us  
the transforming power of your Holy Spirit; 
and may your kingdom come. 
Amen. 
 
Lectionary Readings: 
Isaiah 64 v1-9 Praise & Prayer 
Psalm 80 v1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1 v3-9 Thanksgiving  
Mark 13 v24-37 Signs of the End of the Age/The Day and Hour Unknown 
 
Steward:                           Vanessa Johnson 
Organist:                           Helen Weighell            
Readers:                            Dorothy & Tom Agar 
Welcome on the door:   Hilary Harris & Dorothy Townson 
Coffee is served by:        Ellen Brown & Mary Hunt 
The flowers are a gift from: Sue Cowton 
 
HYMNS:   177   611   491   481   672   
 
 

A Message from the Church Mouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when 
that time will come. Mark 13:33 

Today marks the beginning of the most exciting 
time of the year. Today we begin the 

countdown to the day when we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. 

 
 

 

For the children:  
I always look forward to this time of year and to all  
of the beautiful music, lights, and decorations of  
the Christmas season. One decoration that we will  
see everywhere during this season is the star &, the  
reason why, is that a star was so very important to  
the very first Christmas. 
I'm sure that all of you know the story of the wise  
men. You know about how the wise men, sometimes called Magi, saw a 
star in the sky and followed that star to find Jesus. The Magi studied the 
stars and planets night after night looking for signs that might predict the 
coming of a great leader. I wonder why the Magi choose this particular 
star to follow? Did they just say to themselves, "Hey that is a really bright 
star. Why don't we follow it and see where it leads us?" I don't think so. 
God's prophets had written about that star hundreds of years before. 
They had told when and where it would appear and that it would 
announce the birth of the Messiah. I think that perhaps the wise men had 
heard about those prophecies, so when they saw the star, they knew 
where that star would lead them. 
If the Christmas story ended with the star leading the wise men to Jesus, 
it wouldn't bring much hope to us today would it? Well, it doesn't end 
there. In fact, it hasn't ended at all! The Bible tells us that just as surely as 
Jesus came to be born in a manger, he is going to come again. The next 
time Jesus comes, he will take us to heaven to live with him. Now, that is 
a message of hope! That is what this season is really about! Just as the 
wise men were watching and waiting for the star that would lead them to 
Jesus, you and I are watching and waiting for his return. 
 

 

 



For Your Diaries and Your Prayers 

 The Sheep Trail will start on Tuesday 5th December & all are invited 
to search for the sheep & find their names. Competition/Entry forms 
will be available at Church or from Browns Newsagents, East End, & 
the Newcastle Building Society. 

 TODAY at 3.00pm – Teesside Music Society present Ensemble 
DeNote. Their programme includes music by Mozart & Beethoven. 
Contact Julia Haigh for tickets (tel: 01642 711618) 

 Monday 4th December at 8.00pm – Mindful Worship 
 Thursday 7th December at 1.30pm – Classical Cleveland presents 

another afternoon of classical music featuring a young talented 
pianist, Wyn Chan. His programme includes music by Alban Berg, 
Franz Liszt, Pierre Boulez & Sergei Prokofiev. Tickets £7 from Brown’s 
Newsagents or on the door. Light lunches will be served in the Church 
Hall from midday. 

 Thursday 7th December, 4pm to 8pm – ‘Stokesley Sparkles’ Late Night 
Shopping. Join us to watch the Christmas Lights get switched on. The 
Choir will be meeting at the Christmas Tree at 5.30pm on West Green 
& you are more than welcome to come along for an evening of carol 
singing with more entertainment provided by the Bilsdale Band & 
visits from Santa! 

 Tuesday 12th December at 2.00pm – Silver Screen Film Show “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” starring James Stewart. 

 Sunday 17th December at 10.30am – A Special Christmas Service with 
7 Lessons & Carols. If anyone is willing to read a lesson during this 
service please contact Sue Frank (tel: 01642 711444) and she will sort 
you out with a reading. Many thanks. 

 

THE CHURCHES TOGETHER CHRISTMAS CARD 
We will soon be posting the Churches Together  
Christmas Card to every home in Stokesley &  
we need some help with delivering our quota  
of cards. If you like walking & feel you could be  
a Christmas Card ‘Postman’ please see Dorothy  
Blakey who will be able to give you a small bundle. 
Many thanks. 

THIS WEEK 
Mon 4th Dec 10:00am till 10:30am – Prayer Time 

3:15pm till 4:15pm – Pathfinders at Stokesley 
Primary Academy 
8:00pm till 9:00pm – Mindful Worship 

Tues 5th Dec 9:30am till 10:30am – Zumba 
1:30pm till 3:00pm – NYCC Play & Learn 
2:30pm till 3.30pm – MWiB Celebrating Advent 
7:00pm – ‘I Daniel Blake’ Study Group at the Manse 

Wed 6th Dec 2:00pm – ‘I Daniel Blake’ Study Group at the Manse 
6:30pm till 8:00pm - Choir Practice 
7:30pm till 8:30pm – Zumba 

Thurs 7th Dec 6:15pm till 6:45pm – Metafit 
 

Fri 8th Dec 10:00am – Shoppers’ Service led by Joe Tregoning 
with Pianist Helen Weighell 
12 noon till 2:00pm – Country Market 

Sat 9th Dec 10:00am till 11.30am – Coffee Morning with coffee 
served by Mary Weighell, Dorothy Townson & 
Helen Weighell 

SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER 

 
 

10.30am Communion 
6.00pm Town Close 

Rev Andrew Robinson 
Revd Lisa Quarmby (Communion) 

Steward Dorothy Blakey 
Communion Steward Bob Blakey 
Organist Helen Weighell 
Readers Rosemary Lincoln & Dorothy Blakey 
Door Stewards Mary & David Hunt 
Flowers Helen Weighell 
Coffee Joyce Binns & Christine Ridgeway 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Stewart


ADVENT 1.  
Leader: We wait for the coming of Christ, the light of the world  
All: Come Lord Jesus  
 
Choir/Soloist: StF 706 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see  
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today.  
 
The first candle is lit and this response is used:  
 
Reader:  
The true light, which enlightens  
everyone is coming into the world.  
All: Come Lord Jesus  
 
Reader: The light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness will not overcome it.  
 
All: Christ, shine in your church today 
 
All sing:  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church  
gathered today 

TROLLEY DASH SUNDAY 2 – Sunday 10th December 
Our Trolley Dash down the aisle continues for a second time during the 
morning service. 
Don’t forget … Jesus, said, "Whatever you do for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you do it for me." Look out to the world, and serve her 
needs. As we celebrate Advent, help us to remember that we do God’s work 
on Earth as we take care of others in need. 
 
Appropriate foods include: 
Cereal 
Tins of Soup 
Pasta 
Rice 
Pasta sauce 
Tins of Beans 
Tinned meat 
Tinned vegetables 
Tea/coffee 
Tinned fruit 
Biscuits 
 
Also non-food items are much appreciated.  
These include: 
Toiletries – deodorant, toilet paper, shower gel, shaving gel, shampoo, soap, 
toothbrushes, tooth paste, hand wipes 
Household items – laundry liquid detergent, laundry powder, washing up 
liquid 
Feminine products – sanitary towels and tampons 
Baby supplies – nappies, baby wipes and baby food. (Please note, due to 
advice from UNICEF we cannot provide formula milk.) 
 

Advent Reflections  

Three evenings looking at the nativity story through the eyes of those who 
were there. Tuesday 5th, 12th and 19th December at Great Ayton Methodist 
Church from 7:30-9pm. All are welcome to come and join in this time of calm 
reflection and prayer. Refreshments will be served. 
 

 


