
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st October, 2017 

Welcome to Worship  
HARVEST FESTIVAL 

10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev Andrew Robinson 
6.00pm Town Close with Lesley Jackson 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
Lift up your soul to the Lord. 
I will lift up my soul. 
Trust in the Lord. 
I will trust in the Lord always. 
We come into your presence with humility,  
seeking your mercy. 
We come into your presence rejoicing,  
for your love for us is steadfast. 
We come into your presence in confident hope,  
for you will guide us in the truth. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Lectionary Readings: 
Exodus 17 v1-7 Water From the Rock 
“I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock 
and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” 
Psalm 78 v1-4, 12-16  
“He split the rocks in the desert and gave them water as abundant 
as the seas; he brought streams out of a rocky crag and made 
water flow down like rivers.” 
Philippians 2 v1-13 Imitating God’s Humility 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves.” 
Matthew 21 v23-32 The Authority of Jesus Questioned/The 
Parable of the Two Sons 
“I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the Kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to show 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did.” 
 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
In this week’s reading from Matthew we hear Jesus being 
questioned about the nature and source of his authority. After 
testing his questioners, who decline to respond, Jesus also refuses 
to answer. Instead, he tells a parable about the priority of 
faithfulness and obedience over appearances. 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he is writing from prison & giving 
encouragement to the Christians in Philippi. He tells them, ‘Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ’ (2 v5). And he 
provides an answer to the question this is likely to be asked – 
what does that mean? The more fundamental questions, though, 
are about identity. Who is Jesus? From where, or from whom, do 

 



we get our identity? According to the Old Testament, the answer 
is ‘from God’: we are made in the image or likeness of God 
(Genesis 1 v27). Paul reminds his readers that we know God in 
Jesus, using words that may be, or may be based on, an early 
affirmation of faith, perhaps in the form of a hymn or song (v6-
11). So the question to the Philippians – and to us – becomes: 
How like Jesus are we? 
The action in the passage from Matthew’s Gospel, and in the 
Gospel readings over the next few weeks, takes place in and 
around the Temple in Jerusalem, the focus of the faith of God’s 
people at the time of Jesus. Jesus’ teaching has not been without 
controversy out in the provinces; now he is at the heart of things, 
and he is teaching once again. It is not surprising that there is 
conflict. Jesus is challenged by the officials at the Temple about his 
authority, and where he gets it from. But he replies with a 
question about the identity, and therefore the authority, of John 
the Baptist. The result is to put the officials on the back foot, 
because they are afraid of the consequences of giving the wrong 
answer. They try to decide whether it is best to deflect or avoid (a 
strategy employed by modern politicians – ‘a very interesting 
question, however…’), or to challenge the questioner (‘Where are 
your facts?’ ‘What are your sources – are they biased?’). It is the 
power of self-interest and fear combined. In the end, they sit on 
the fence: ‘We do not know’ (v27). Jesus responds to their evasion 
with a parable about different expressions of faithfulness by two 
brothers (v28-32). The first man gives the wrong answer, but does 
the right thing. The second answers appropriately, but his actions 
undermine what he says. By telling a story, Jesus draws the 
listeners in, but he also presents a clear challenge. The question 
he poses, ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’, may 

need some discussion, but it also needs to be answered. They will 
have to make a decision; they will have to come off the fence. 
The readings explore the question of identity. In Philippians, we 
are asked to think about who Jesus is, and to learn about 
ourselves and God. In the Gospel, Jesus is challenged in the 
Temple about who he thinks he is. Jesus, in turn, asks his 
challengers about who John the Baptist was, and tells a parable 
about two brothers, both of whom say one thing but do another. 
We are reminded that our true selves will be seen in whether we 
are faithful to God in the lives we live. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
May the mind of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, live in us,  
so that his love and power controls all we do and say.  
Amen. 


