
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 13th August, 2017 
Welcome to Worship  

10.30am Morning Worship led by David Sills 
6.00pm Town Close with Rev Andrew Robinson 

 
A Gathering Prayer from the Roots Resources 
God of everything and everywhere, 
we find you by the lakeside, 
we hear you in hidden places, 
we see you on the mountain-top. 
May we feel your presence with us as we worship today.  
Gentle God, 
speak to us in the sound of silence; 
speak to us through the voices of the past; 
speak to us in the babble of conversation; 
speak to us with words from Scripture; 
speak to us from the experience of faith; 
speak to us, for we are listening for your Word.  
Amen. 
 
 

Lectionary Readings: 
1 Kings 19 v9-18 The Lord Appears to Elijah 
“Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. 
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in 
the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper … Elijah heard it …” 
Psalm 85 v8-13  
“Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss 
each other.” 
Romans 10 v5-15 Israel’s Unbelief 
“For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you confess and are saved … As it is written: ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” 
Matthew 14 v22-33 Jesus Walks on the Water 
“… when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried 
out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and 
caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’” 
 

Fragile Faith 
In this week’s reading from Matthew we hear how Jesus’ disciples are 
in a boat, battered by wind and waves, when they see Jesus. Peter goes 
to Jesus, but struggles to remain standing because of his lack of faith. 
Back in the boat, the storm over, the disciples acknowledge Jesus as 
‘Son of God’. The story helps us to understand how we can find God in 
silence; how important it is for us to step out in faith; and how we must 
not underestimate God’s unlimited reach. 
Elijah lived during the reign of Ahab of Israel (869–850 BC), who was 
married to the wicked Jezebel. Israel was then the northern half of a 
kingdom that divided after the death of Solomon (Judah was the 
southern half). Elijah is fighting almost a lone battle to preserve 
worship of the God of Abraham and Moses (Yahweh) against Baal and 

 



pagan gods, the ancient Canaanite gods of the land that were 
promoted by Jezebel. 
In today’s Old testament reading we hear of Elijah’s encounter with 
God on Mount Horeb (Deuteronomy’s name for Mount Sinai), where 
Moses also encountered God. Moses was only allowed a glimpse of 
God’s back. Elijah is not allowed even that. God comes to him as ‘a 
gentle whisper’ on the mountain, but it is enough to strengthen the 
faithfulness of Elijah. 
Nature miracles, such as this ‘walking on water’ story in Matthew’s 
Gospel, pose historical difficulties because they look like the legends 
that are often produced around famous individuals and heroes of old. 
But first consider how this story works as drama. Jesus sent the 
disciples on their way in the boat, while he sent the crowd away – it 
was late afternoon, and the crowd had a long walk back. He stayed 
round the far side of the Sea of Galilee by himself, praying until 
twilight, and then it got very dark. 
The lake is big (approximately 20km long by 11km at its widest) and 
200m below sea level in the Great Rift Valley. Bad weather can develop 
rapidly, so the disciples probably sailed close to the shoreline. They 
were making little or no progress, rowing against a strong wind, when 
Jesus caught them up on foot. He seemed to be walking on the surface 
of the lake, though in the dark it would be difficult to see. At first they 
thought it was a ghost because they knew that people don’t walk on 
water. After Jesus calls out, Peter says to him: if it really is you, invite 
me to join you. So he does, but Peter is buffeted by the wind and starts 
to sink in the mud and choppy waters – until Jesus supports him. And 
‘the wind died down’. 
As history, make of it what you will. But what are the theological 
themes that Matthew presents to us? First, faith. Not intellectual faith 
but trust. Trust in the power of God working through Jesus. Without 
that no miracle can occur. The patient must believe he can be made 
well. Faith/trust in turn casts out fear: ‘It is I. Don’t be afraid’. Second, 
salvation. ‘Lord, save me’ can mean to be saved physically from 

drowning, but it can also have a fuller spiritual sense. Both of these 
meanings fill out what it is to live the life of a disciple. The sense of 
salvation for the disciples is represented here by the silence that comes 
after the calming of the storm. 
Elijah struggles against all the odds to remain faithful to God when 
persecuted by Ahab and Jezebel in the ninth century BC, and Peter’s 
faith wavers when buffeted by the storm. But both come through when 
they experience the power of God.  
We all have felt fearful.  
An ostrich is the largest bird in the world. It is taller than any man 
(some male ostriches are nine feet tall) and weighs over 300 pounds. 
These strange looking birds are not able to fly. 
There is a myth that an ostrich tries to hide by putting its head in the 
ground when it is frightened, but this is not true. The ostrich stretches 
its neck out on the ground so it will be less likely to be seen by an 
attacker, but the ostrich is not as timid as some might think. Ostriches 
have powerful legs and defend themselves by kicking. They can also run 
at speeds of forty miles an hour. 
So let’s not bury our heads in the sand; let’s face our fears knowing that 
Jesus will always reach out his hand. Even when we are in scary 
situations, he is with us. 
 
A Sending Out Prayer 
May the blessing of God the Father be upon us as we venture out into 
the world, to live to the glory of God’s name.  
May the blessing of God the Son be upon us as we step out in faith, 
to serve Jesus Christ as faithful disciples. 
May the blessing of God the Holy Spirit be upon us as we listen to the 
promptings of God’s Spirit, at one with our neighbours, with ourselves,  
and with God.  
Amen. 
 


