
 

God’s Tiny Miracle 
 
The ultimate cottage garden choice, the Hollyhock (Alcea Rosea) sends up tall 
spires that cover themselves in flowers in beautiful colors. They're easy to 
grow from seed -- in fact, that's usually the only way they are found in garden 
centers. 

 
Most hollyhocks are biennials, that is, they grow only foliage the first year, 
flower the second, and die that fall. However, if you establish a stand of 
hollyhocks, they'll reseed each year so there will always be plenty blooming. 
Interestingly, the flowers open from the bottom to the top of the spike 
throughout the summer. 
These tall (up to 8 feet) beauties are ideal against fences or buildings where 
they can get natural support. Red forms are especially attractive to 
hummingbirds and butterflies. 
 
The Hummingbird: God’s Tiny Miracle 
Throughout North and South America lives one of God’s most amazing 
creatures, the hummingbird. I like to call it ‘God’s tiny miracle’. 
There are more than 300 species of this beautiful minute bird, with its 
iridescent plumage. Hummingbirds range in size from the tiny bee 
hummingbird, which is only about the length of an adult’s little finger, to the 
giant hummingbird, which may reach 22 centimetres (8.5 inches) - the width of 
a magazine page.  

 
Probably the best-known characteristic of the hummingbird is its extremely 
rapid wing-beat (50-80 beats per second) and its amazing ability to manoeuvre. 
It can hover, it can fly backwards and sideways, and it can fly at speeds of more 
than 90 kilometres an hour (55 miles per hour). In a courtship dive it can reach 
100 kilometres an hour (60 miles an hour), swooping down and back again in a 
U-shaped dive. (This bird’s a real show-off!) 
All this work, of course, uses an enormous amount of energy. Were we to 
operate at their energy level, our hearts would beat 1,260 times a minute, our 
body temperature would rise to 385 C and we would burst into flames!!!  
Of course we humans were not designed to operate that way. But the 
hummingbird shows excellent evidence of careful design for its remarkable 



lifestyle. Many of these design features are not obvious, however, because of 
the speed of the wing-beat and the small size of the birds. 
Using all that energy, the hummingbird needs an extremely efficient fuel. It 
obtains this ‘fuel’ in the form of nectar from flowers. God has equipped the 
hummingbird with a needle-like bill which penetrates deep into flowers to 
extract nectar. If the corolla of the flower is too long, the bill can pierce it at 
the base to gain access. The hummingbird is also equipped with a long, 
specially designed tongue which is curled up at the edges to form two troughs 
to hold the nectar. The long tongue curls up and retracts to the back of the 
head. The bird takes 13 licks per second. When the tongue retracts into the 
mouth the nectar is squeezed out into the throat.  
However, even these features would not give the hummingbird the ability to 
gather enough food if it were not for the unique design of its wing-beat, which 
allows the bird to move forward to pierce the flower, hover until it gets 
enough nectar, and fly backwards to remove its bill from the flower. 
When a hummingbird arrives at a flower it stops abruptly and hovers in front 
of it. When hovering, each complete beat of the wing describes a figure of 
eight. This is not visible to the human eye at normal speed, so most people 
miss the action because it happens so rapidly that it appears as a blur. 
Powerful breast muscles are required for this kind of action, so it is not 
surprising that the hummingbird’s breast muscles make up one-third of its 
total body weight. During flight, hummingbirds sometimes flap their wings so 
rapidly that it causes the hum which gave the birds their name.  

 
Romans 1 v20 tells us: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” 
Job 12 v7, 9 and 10 says: “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the 
birds of the air, and they will tell you … Which of all these does not know that 
the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of every creature and 
the breath of all mankind.” 
The hummingbird is a very good example of the evidence for God as Creator. 
We need to keep in mind that all the hummingbird’s features would have to 
work perfectly from the beginning for it to have survived - long bill, special 
tongue, unique rapid wing-beat - in order to be able to gather its highly 
efficient energy food. The migratory behaviour - energy storage, flight 
endurance, long distance navigation - must also have been perfect from the 
beginning so the adults could reach their nesting grounds and return with their 
young. 
I cannot doubt the hand of God the Creator in the design of this remarkable 
creature. Truly the hummingbird is ‘God’s tiny miracle.’ 
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